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[KOMMUNIST] Vadim Andreyevich, you were asked to 
head the ideological commission of the CPSU Central 
Committee, which was set up by decision of the Central 
Committee Plenum. There is legitimate interest in the 
basic trends and content of its work, its functions and 
relations with the Central Committee department. 


[Medvedev] Let me note, above all, that something more 
essential lies behind the creation of commissions and 
other organizational resolutions of the September Cen- 
tral Committee Plenum: a step has been taken toward 
reforming the political system, as earmarked at the 19th 
Party Conference. The reform was initiated by the party 
with the adoption of very important crucial decisions on 
perestroyka in the work of the elective authorities and 
the apparat, the central authorities above all. 


Commissions are indeed something new in our system. 
They are based on the authority and experience of the 
party 


cumbersome, more efficient and skilled. We know that it 
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managemen 
and more with essential political problems. 


As to the ideological department which I have been 
instructed to supervise, as chairman of the Central 
Committee Ideological Commission, it was formed on 
the basis of three of the previous departments: propa- 
ganda, culture, and science and educational institutions. 
Let me emphasize that this is not simply a mechanical 
combination but a process which should lead to the 
creation of a qualitatively new idcological apparatus and 
to changes in its functions, structurc, and work style and 
methods. This is done above all precisely in connection 
with the creation of Central Committee commissions. 


[KOMMUNIST] Could you discuss in somewhat greater 
detail the tasks pursued in ideological activities? 


[Medvedev] In the area of ideological work the party's 
April line will be systematically implemented. It is a line 
of perestroyka, democratization and glasnost. Since that 
time the party has been able to create within society an 
entirely different ideological atmosphere, an atmosphere 
of openness, freedom of opinions and views. The cleans- 
ing criticism helped us to see many contemporary prob- 
lems, understand dramatic turns in history, reread its 
difficult and tragic pages, and acquire a feeling for the 
scale and depth of the problems which must be solved in 
the ideological area. However, criticism and glasnost 
alone do not suffice. Debates anc arguments, as the 
experience in the first stage of perestroyka has indicated, 
are becoming a constructive force if supplemented by 
improvements in the work. 


Perestroyka is entering a period which requires a more 
serious and more efficient ideological support of practi- 
cal action. This applies more than and above anything 
else to the profound changes which have been initiated 
in production relations and in changes in the forms of 
ownership, the essence of which is to try, however 
difficult this may be, to revive the interest of individuals 
in their work and restore to them the social, economic 
and political status of owners. 


above all in the social area. Hence the description given 
to the second stage of perestroyka as the stage of practi- 
cal action. 
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which all of us: what type of public building we 
are in the course of would we like to 
see, a for the sake of which we are issuing a call 
to action? Practical work should be ted by clear 


and implemented through 
as well our science must rise to its full magnitude. 
In this case I single out as being uf prime importance the 
formulation of a contemporary concept of socialism. 


task facing the entire theoretic. «ront. 
[KOMMUNIST] In this connection, Vadim Andreyevich, 


of Marx but of Lenin? 


conclusion that the main reason did not lie in the profound 
nature of the socialist system. It was found in the specific 


life. We believe that the foundations of our public building 
are firm and reliable, as are its main 

However, eon ee but funda- 
mental, capital, on all floors. 


Work on the critical reinterpretation of obsolete and 
formulation of updated concepts of socialism was initi- 


peed in MS. Gorbachev's Conference report Ait 


Such work does not tolerate any superficial “cavalry 
charge” aspiration to impress th. reader with sensational 
exposures and discoveries. 
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effort was made to undertake a critical analysis and 
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problems. U.ners accepted the formula of developed 
socialism but only as a criterion with which to compare 
and evaluate reality, bringingto ht unsolved 

One way or another, however, all of us became involved 
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the features which determine the need to ascribe most 
forms to the various areas of social life. 
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governing their paearers Covenpnes, 88 Soe 
cneee tn euipeseehes to the solution problems. 


discussing problems 
Congress, the 19th Party Conference and the Central 


civilization. It inherits all the best that has been acquired 
in the course of human progress in various areas and 


appear on the shoulder but on the high 
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plete Collected Works], vol 41, p 337). task is 
theoretically to develop problems, such as the dialectics 
of traditions and innovations in and historical 


ters socialism must emerge as a superior social system. In 


nature of our attitude toward another social system, we 
must seriously improve the study of its experience. This 
too is one of the important tasks in the social sciences. 


We cannot afford a blanket rejection of the experience 
acquired by capitalism merely on the basis that it is a 
different social system. Such nihilism is contrary to 
Marxist-Leninist scientific tradition, the more so since, 
as a new social system socialism is still greatly behind the 
developed capitalist countries. It is a question of consid- 
ering not only the scientific and technical achievements 


KOMMUNIST] In your report at the International 
tific Conference on “The Great October and Our 


As caily as November 1920, however, Lenin had reached 
the conclusion that it was impossible to solve the historical 
dispute between the two social systems through revolution- 

pressure. The idea of shifting peaceful coexistence 





process the historical limits of which are 


term 
to define. 


difficult 
Processes occurring within the capitalist society itself are 


of essential significance. One can say that capitalism has 


talist world, a war which was consid- § We now look upon peaceful coexistence as a lengthy, a 
inevitable. Socialism “went within 4 
, this contributed to the atmosphere 
mistrust and, combined with the wave of 


war with the capi 
into an autarchy, and encouraging the limiting of 
repressions within the country, adversely affected the 
reputation of socialism. 
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values. In practice, however, for a number of decades 
primacy was given to a narrowly understood class 
approach based on the copy-book maxim that “he who is 
not with us is against us.” 


This approach had cost us a great deal in the past as well. 


the system to which the future belongs, that more than 
any other system is interested in attaining such a future. 


Therefore, the Leninist formula of the lengthy period of 
peaceful coexistence among countries with different sys- 


ism with democracy, and the concept of a future society 


1950s were closed down and their enterprises passed under 


the jurisdiction of the state. Individual labor activity was 
reduced to a minimum. The private auxiliary plots were 


subjected to periodical attacks. 


In the course of perestroyka and the economic reform it 
became necessary to make a drastic change in the existing 
situation, based on the extensive use of economic methods, 
relying On management interest and with the help of 
interest. An irreversible broad process was initiated of 
ving to the public ownership of means of production new 
orms, largely unfamiliar to us in recent decades. 


We cannot fail to point out that this triggered, and still 
does, a certain opposition, caution and even confusion. 


analysis. What was there to analyze, actually, if the forms 
of socialist ownership had become extremely standard- 
ized and impoverished. 


Actually, how ever, socialist ownership, as a real correla- 
tion among society, the collective and the individual 


If we turn to the political area, here as well priority is 
given to eliminating the vestiges of the past alienation of 
the toiling masses from the system and the familiar 
intensified political and bureaucratic deformations 
which greatly distorted the image of our society and 


tal and social affairs centrally and in ‘he local areas. It is 
precisely this that is considered by the party as the main 
and by no means fully identified sociopolitical source of 
the constructive force of socialism. It is here that its 
tremendous creative potential is located. 


In formulating a course of perestroyka in the political 
system and of intensified democracy, we proceed not 
only from the need drastically to move socialism forward 
and to give it dynamism and a new quality. We are 
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looking at this process also as a continuation, as the 

t o° the best traditions of democracy and 
humanism and universal human aspirations. Strictly 
speaking, it is # single process of socialist progress by our 
society. 


Allow me, in this connection, an aside of a general 
historical or, if you wish, also of a philosophical nature. 
Our social scientists have worked a great deal and 
meritoriously at proving the class nature and limitations 
of bourgeois democracy. Its rejection was natural at a 
time when the Russian proletariat was struggling to 
deprive the bourgeoisie of its power and to create a 
worker-peasant state. We criticized and continue to 
criticize the harmful and declarative nature of many 
rights and freedoms proclaimed by the bourgeois consti- 
tutions; at the same time, we were justifiably proud and 
still are, of our sociopolitical gains. 


It is clear, however, that the substantiated emphasizing 
of essential class differences in the specific historical 
content of democratic standards and institutions cannot 
be a ground for ignoring or underestimating a certain 
continuity of democratic forms. 


Engels himseif noted that “the bourgeoisie cannot gain 
its political domination and cannot express this political 
domination in the Constitution and the laws without, at 
the same time, putting certain weapons into the hands of 
the proletariat.” Lenin deemed bourgeois democracy a 
great historical progress compared to the previous devel- 
opment, that of the Middle Ages in particular. 


Our present attitude toward bourgeois democracy must 
not be nondialectical or nihilistic, the more so since it 
could be criticized from both radical and reactionary- 
conservative viewpoints. The assertion and development 
of democratic forms, such as voting rights, representa- 
tive institutions, plebiscites and referenda, human rights 
and civic freedoms, self-management, and a certain 
protection from the interference and arbitrary behavior 
of the authorities and the entrepreneurs, are making 
their way within the antagonistic society through the 
class struggle and social upheavals. In the present capi- 
ialist world, in the developed countries in particular, the 
working people and their political, professional and 
other organizations have been able to attain a certain 
increase in their social and other rights not without the 
influence of the social achievements of real socialism. 
The ruling classes are forced to grant certain concessions 
and, in their own way and for the sake of their own 
interests, take into consideration the lessons they have 
learned from the socialist revolutionary changes in a 
number of countries. 


It would be a ce of inadmissible sectarianism and 
political limitatiun to reject the critical and creative 
utilization of ‘Ye democratic forms which are the result 
of social progress | 1d are essentially accomplishments of 
universal human culture. 


As has already been pointed out, socialism should inherit 
everything that is best and that has been created as a 
result of previous historical developments. This includes 
securing the rights and freedoms of citizens, the organi- 
zation of the system and the management of society and 
the state. As we understand it, perestroyka is a break- 
through achieved by socialism and leading to a higher 
level of civilization and its assertion as the most progres- 
sive and democratic social system of all. 


I believe that on this level as well the social scientists 
must engage in serious thoughts. Our science can be 
significantly enriched by the broad and specific under- 
standing of the development of democracy as the histor- 
ical accomplishment of all human civilization and a 
comprehensive study of the correlation between uni *r- 
sal human and class features in the course of the progres- 
sive development of democratic forms on the scale of 
global and national cultures. 


{KOMMUNIST] Vadim Andreyevich, when the reform 
of the political system is mentioned, the need to take into 
consideration the pluralism of opinions is justly empha- 
sized. Yet so far a number of dogmatic accretions may be 
found in the interpretation of this problem. What are 
your ideas on this matter? 


[Medvedev] Let me draw attention to the idea that 
objectively inherent in socialist society are premises for 
socialist pluralism of opinion and the creation of a 
political mechanism consistent with it. It is time for us to 
abandon dogmatism in this area. Socialism must create 
the type of political system which would take into 
consideration the real structure of society, the variety of 
interests and the aspirations of all social groups and 
communities of people. When we emphasize that social- 
ism is the live creativity of the masses, we unquestion- 
ably have ir mind not the abstract mass but the individ- 
ual member of a given social, national or professional 
community which represents certain interests. Conse- 
quently, it is a question of a system which would 
encompass the pluralism of opinions and which, further- 
more, must encompass it. In our views only thus can we 
eliminate the alienation of the individual from the 
system and from management, ensure the accelerated 
socioeconomic development of the country and enhance 
the spiritual and intellectual potential of society. 


However unusual the concept of “pluralism” may sound 
to our “socialist ear,” we must fully realize that it would 
be rather difficult seriously to speak of democracy with- 
out acknowledging and considering in politics the real 
social differences among people and among their inter- 
ests and views. 


In our view, one of the reasons for scorning democracy 
and rejecting the legality of pluralism of opinion under 
socialism is found in the existence of the previously quite 
impoverished concepts of the social structure of society 
and the exaggerated trends toward its heterogencity. As 
we know, stubborn efforts have been made to make the 
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comprehensive and conflicting nature of economic, 
social and spiritual interests of the people strictly fit the 
framework of a common, uniform interest, groundlessly 
emphasizing the trend toward social homogeneity, not to 
speak of the of ethnic groups. Confronted with 
life, these views the test. 


Naturally, the nature of existing differences in interests 
and views varies. Some of them are sometimes even 
unhealthy and antisocial, such as the aspirations of black 
marketeers, money rs, parasites, etc. However, we 
are not speaking of them but of the healthy, economi- 
cally and morally justified interests which do not conflict 
with the principles of our system. Such differences and 
differentiations exist and will continue to exist. Our 
society has never been and never will be an identical 
homogeneous mass. Therefore, I believe that the inten- 
sification of democracy and the development of plural- 
ism are not only tasks of the present but also, in the long 
range, permanent tasks. 


The political system must be the type of flexible, diver- 
sified and differentiated variety in order to encompass 
and detect the entire range of social, group and personal 
interests and features of the people and the ability for 
their utilization, while resolving at the same time possi- 
ble contradictions and ascribing a shape to coordination 
and the balancing of interests. In the final account, 
however, it must be aimed at the progressive develop- 
ment of society. 


We ascribe to the party a role of essential significance in 


one-party system neither conflicts with nor excludes 
democracy. The entire matter lies in the real full power 
of the people and the nature of party activities. That is 
precisely the essence of the problem and the main factor 
we talking about? Let me name at least three: the first is 
the establishment and improvement of a wide network, a 
system of organizations, associations and institutions 


which can adequately and flexibly reflect the multiplicity 
of both natural and healthy social interests (professional, 
age, and others). The second is the systematic changes in 
the functions and methods of party activities leadiag to 
its profound democratization, which was extensively 
discussed at the 19th Party Conference. The third and 
final is the full realization of the ideas of a socialist state 
of law, the strengthening of the legal foundations of all 
social life and the assertion of high legal, political and 
general standards. 


I would like particularly to emphasize this latter feature, 
for Marx himself noted that the law cannot stand above 
the economic system and the standard on which it is 
based. This thought remains very relevant to this day, 
the more 80 since socialist democracy cannot be limited 
to the realm of “purely political” decisions but must also 
encompass the areas of the economy, economic manage- 
ment and spiritual life. 


As to the democratization of the party and the ways and 
means of its activities, let me emphasize that the CPSU 
is open both to internal discussions as well as the 
discussion of any problem with all social organizations 
and the nonparty masses. 


The party is relying on a more active independent 
contribution to the formulation of its socioeconomic 
course and to the formulation of decisions on many 
important vital problems by our most representative 
authorities—the soviets of people's deputies, the trade 
unions, the Komsomol and women’s and veteran orga- 
nizations. The forthcoming step of delegating groups of 
deputies who are members of the CPSU and of public 
organizations to the Congress of People’s Deputies of the 
USSR and the creation of their representative authori- 
ties in this supreme state agency will unquestionably 
contribute to the fruitful and constructive discussion and 
resolution of major probiems of our life. 


In its relations with the public organizations, the party 
respects their right to have their own opinion and to 
defend their own positions and protect their interests. Of 
late there has been a tempestuous development of forms 
of social independent activities by our population and 
various types of organizations and informal associations. 
A Popular Front is being organized in a number of 
republics. All of these are legitimate processes which are 
due also to the fact that the system of public organiza- 
tions which had developed in the past had become to a 
certain extent formalized, for which reason it was also 
largely unprepared for expressing the pluralism of peo- 
ple’s views and interests. We are against such new forms 
to be actively considered as almost a dauger to our social 
system, although such feelings do exist. They are not 
consistent with our party line toward democracy, glas- 
nost and pluralism. Naturally, in this case it is not a 
question of setting up structures which could be used 
against socialism or imposing upon our people views and 
decisions alien to their basic interests. This exceeds the 
limits of socialist pluralism of opinions. 
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Regular public opinion surveys and other ways and 
means of the study of public opinions are scheduled to 
play a certain role in determining and evaluating social 
interests and moods. We are only at the very beginning 
in use the materials of such surveys in making political 
decisions, but firmly intend to make this a steady prac- 
tice. In this case our press, which is the most authorita- 
tive and most influential public rostrum in the interpre- 
tation of real practice, criticism, discussions and 
constructive suggestions, could play, and is already play- 
ing, a major role. 


I believe that under such social circumstances artificially 
creating other parties as opponents of CPSU policy 
becomes totally senseless. 


[KOMMUNIST] Vadim the public knows 
you as a scientist in the field of political economy. You 
are currently the editor of a new textbook on that subject. 
It seerns legitimate to ask the following: How will the 
new concepts of socialism we are discussing be concret- 
ized in the realm of economics or, more specifically, 
through the development of socialist political economy? 


[Medvedev] As to the textbook, let the reader be the first 
judge. I shall merely say that this is an initial attempt to 
provide a course on political economy in accordancc 
with the approaches, ideas and objectives of perestroyka. 
Naturally, the authors do not clain: to have the final say 
or to hold any kind of final truth. Science is a developing 


process. 


We proceeded from the fact that our concepts on the 
economic foundations of secialism and the socialist 
economic system unquestionably need a major renova- 
tion and intensification. The practices of the past 3 years 
confirms that we are trying to surmount the approaches 
ment system which had developed in the 1930s. This is 
the purpose of the economic reform, the essence of which 
is a conversion from administrative to economic man- 
agement methods, strengthening economic aan 
for the growth of output and its qualitative i 

on thn taste of tho axecisdiieon of echenaiie aad vechintenl 
progress on all levels and throughout the national econ- 
omy. Everything is subordinated to it: social reorienta- 
tion in economic development, aimed at meeting the 
needs of the people, radical changes in structural policy, 
and changes in planning, management, price-setting, 
finances and other instruments of economic manage- 
ment. We have begun to convert enterprises to full cost 
accounting, self-financing and self-support. A powerful 
impetus was given to the cooperative movement, not 
only in agriculture but in other sectors as well. We have 
gone back to leasing and to various forms of contracting 
and individual labor activity. 


We must emphasize that it is important in leasing 
relations not simply to lift the ban on such relations, 
which was imposed on them in 1930, but also extensively 
to develop them as one of the most promising forms of 


utilization of socialist property. There neither are nor 
could there be any question of their socialist nature. 
Furthermore, such relations could be considered as one 
of the closest or, perhaps, the most adequate in terms of 
the nature of public ownership. 


Leasing is manifesting its positive aspects on all levels: 
individual, brigade and shop, and on the level of enter- 
prises and associations. We are familiar with the explo- 
sive effect which the leasing method has had on agricul- 
ture and consumer services. But this also applies to 
industry, as the experience of the Buiovo Construction 
Materials Combine in Moscow Oblast has indicated. 
Furthermore, leasing is applicable in large-scale industry 
and not only in the case of “sick” but also of properly 
working enterprises. As we know, the collective of the 
Sumy Machine-Building Association is preparing to 
lease the enterprise from the state. 


Society as a whole, as represented by the state, is the 
supreme owner of the means of production. Such means 
are granted to the collectives of working people for their 
use, to produce goods for the market. They work for 
themselves and settle their accounts with the state for the 
assets, land and other natural resources granted to the 
collectives and allocate the necessary funds for expand- 
ing production and for paying the people out of their 
own income. What here conflicts with socialism? Noth- 
ing. Conversely, any cost accounting which is not formal 
contains within itself some principles of leasing. Leasing 
is the second and most consistent type of cost accounting 
based on gross income. 


The same could be said of the cooperative. It too demands 
the adoption of a broader and more profound theoretical 
approach. It is annoying that here as well exaggerations 
and one-sided interpretations are allowed to exist. The 
standardization of the forms of socialist ownership is 
unacceptable in its state, cooperative or any other variant. 
The forms of socialist ownership are rich and varied and 
this is the advantage of socialist ownership and the nature 
of its flexibility which allows us to encompass and consider 
the entire variety of specific economic management con- 
ditions in various areas, sectors and geographic regions. 
There is no place for doctrinairism in this case. We should 
not, as was the case in the past, present matters as though 
this form is more mature from the socialist viewpoint and 
should be given preference, whereas another, such as the 
private plot, is unsuitable. An integrated approach is 
needed in this case. 


An inherent feature of contemporary production is that 
of the specific combination of systems and the multiplic- 
ity of forms of economic management caused by the 
uneven nature of scientific and technical progress, ¢‘*- 

ferences in the level of actual and economic socializa- 
tion, etc. We should not avoid this but, conversely, 
should support it in all possible ways. This type of 
“economic pluralism” is very important in order to 
make efficient and flexible use of our material and labor 
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resources. Any form of managing the economy is good if 
it yields real economic and social results, if it enables us 
more fully to satisfy the needs of the people and if it 
excludes the exploitation of man by man. 


Let us also mention the need for a serious reinterpreta- 
tion of the problem of commodity-monetary relations 
under socialism and the interccanection between plan 
and market. The extensive use of commodity-monetary 
relations is a mandatory prerequisite for efficient eco- 
nomic management, based on the use of economic 
methods. Wherever there is no economic motivation 
there inevitably appears a noneconomic coercion and, 
with it, various deformations, distortions and abuses. 


For decades theoretical passions have been seething on 
the subject of the choice: plan or market? Today in both 
practice and science the balance is clearly in favor of the 
dialectical combination of the plan with the market 
under socialism. Increasingly, market relations are 
viewed as inherent relations of exchange under «x cialism 
rather than as something alien, introduced from the 
outside and containing a threat to socialist gains. 


Under our circumstances, the market is an irreplaceable 
means of profound economic coordination between pro- 
duction and the constantly changing social needs and a 
major instrument in social control over the quality of 
goods and production costs. If we eliminate speculative 
distortions from the market, it is one of the main 
achievements in the development of human civilization. 
It would be extremely foolish and absurd to refuse to use 
this economic form solely because it is being applied by 
the other social system. 


In all of this we proceed from the fact that the socialist 
economy cannot function without the strong role of the 
center. Changes are being made in centralized manage- 
ment and its methods. It is being shifted to problems, 
such as structural changes, investment policy and imple- 
mentation of major scientific and technical programs. 
Centralism, in its democratic rather than bureaucratic 
interpretation, is called upon to provide a balance in the 
area of macroeconomic proportions, to create normal 
conditions for a balanced market and to secure the 
functioning of the financial-crediting aud monetary sys- 
tems, i.e., to provide the most favorable conditions for 
efficient activities by enterprises and associations as 
socialist commodity producers. 


Aciaally, as practical experience has indicated, the 
high'y developed capitalist economy as well cannot do 
without centralized management functions. Some West- 
ern economists have cautioned us against underestimat- 
ing the importance of centralized management methods. 
I am specifically referring to the notes published in your 
journal by British economist A. Nove and the earlier 
publication by V. Leontyev (see KOMMUNIST No 12, 
1988; No 12, 1987). 


{[KOMMUNIST] In this connection could you shed 
some light on the question of the greater economic 
independence of republics and regions. The question is 
frequently asked whether any kind of autonomy of the 
individual regions cou!d harm our common interests and 
could that lead to a divided all-Union market? 


[Medvedev] In principle, the idea of “regional cost 
accounting” does not irigger any doubts. The pecple of 
the individual republics and the population of individual 
areas should feel a correlation between the level of 
material and social prosperity and the way they work. 
This includes something similar to Lenin’s idea ui the 
tax-in- kind: an increase in responsibility and in interest. 


Naturally, however, this has its limits. Economic exclu- 
sivity conflicts with objective needs and trends. Today, 
unfortunately, there is a feeling of letting all Union 
industry be managed by the individual republics, ship 
fewer goods beyond their borders, etc. This is a problew.. 
However, it is related to something else, to the rights of 
republic and Union authorities. We must not pull every- 
thing toward the center and deprive a republic or the 
possibili:y of setting its own prices of fruits, vegetables, 
or movie theater tickets. Decisions in this area must be 
intelligent, tactful and considered. 


Finally, there ie yet another consideration which affects 
the theoretical interpretation of economic perestroyka. 
We come across claims that full cost accounting, lease, 
cooperation, contracting, individual labor activity, 
intensification of commodity-moncetary relations and 
the use of the market are all, allegedly, violations or 
almost a step backward in the development of produc- 
tion relations and that, it is alleged, in the past we rushed 
ahead and now we must temporarily retreat. 


{[KOMMUNIST] But what is it: Are we advancing or 
retreating? 


[Medvedev] Let me express my clear and firm opinion 
on this matter. If we consider not some kind of artificial 
theoretical elaborations but the actual economic process, 
we must frankly say that all of these steps are contribut- 
ing to the improvement of economic relations and, in 
this sense, they constitute real progress, not only from 
the viewpoint of upgrading the stimulating role of pro- 
duction relations but also from that of their social 
maturity. 


It would be purely speculative to believe that the lack of 
total state ownership constitute some kind of higher level 
of production relations. In reality, it was on the basis of 
Se et te ie ae ae ae 
relations appeared, manifested in the distortion of 

socialist principles and the appearance and development 
of unhealthy phenoinena, such as the use of public 
property with a view to personal profit, unearned 
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applying the leasing method we, as it turns out, are 
of Land 
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and stand on the brink of catastrophe and import ways of 
distinguish 


possible popular strata,” who has into a “profound 
spiritual and moral state of running wild,” listens to all 
such fresh news about himself and his country and 
despite the “criminal intents,” which try to deprive him 
once and for all of his “memory and senses,” one would 
assume, nonetheless learns something from all such 
remembers and thinks: Why actu- 
ally is he being denigrated and frightened and, in general, 
treated like a thoughtless child? 
Is this not the case? With a certain way of thinking, the 
very abundance of readers, of reading people who, last 
autumn, defended their interests in their 


ir argument 
against some departments for the freeiom to subscribe 
to periodicals, may be assessed as yet another manifes- 
tation of that same state of wild behavior or loss of 


alone, what songs to sing and what music to play.. 
if the masses do not listen to 
the conclusion that something bad is happening with the 
masses, something has damaged the people... 


Writers’ Union, held in Ryazan, which came out on 28 
October 1988, and by many other statements in the 
press, this is by no means a frequent occurrence. Let us 
immediately stipulate that we do not intend to interfere 
in the literary struggle and in the competition among 
groups or in journal polemics, in which the unbiased 


the question: Could it be that the concept of pluralism, 
which is popular and, incidentally, “imported,” means a 
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degree of tolerance, coinciding to such an extent with the 
formula of “let them talk,” as to turn into an ordinary 
noninterference in which it becomes somehow embar- 
rassing to “get involved,” as though one is opposing 
democracy which, incidentally, is also an “imported” 
concept. The outcome is, let them talk and if an argu- 
ment becomes noisy, let us be concerned, first of all, with 
observing the standard of discussion. And s concern has 
been shown and this was (and remains) important, for 
without observing proper manners and the “rules of the 
game” neither pluralism nor democracy become possi- 
ble. However, frequently the content and meaning of the 
argument and the positions taken by the sides seem to be 
ignored and if appeals to observe the rules may affect 
one’s judgment, this should be considered an impropri- 
ety, a virtual carelessness, for the person who interferes 
would like to be if not “above the fray” at least someone 
who is asserting his support of pluralism. 


Socialist pluralism, which is so unusual in terms of our 
social daily life, is clearly understood, in such cases, in a 
formal fashion. It does not mean in the least any avoid- 
ance of a clear choice or clear evaluations and it is not at 
all the equivalent of “omnivorousness,” which accepts 
all that one wishes providing that it does not violate the 
rules too badly. It is difficult to imagine a press organ 
which would publish the entire variety of opinions 
without having its own opinions or finding out what they 
are. Without such a discovery and defense of one’s own 
position—political, philosophical or esthetio—the plu- 
ralism of a press organ risks to remain on the stage of 
reproducing ordinary difierences or, which is infinitely 
worse, become a connivance. Could it be said that 
pluralism means reciprocal connivance? It is inconceiv- 
able without the ability to hear someone cise, without 
acknowledging his right to think and speak in turn. 
However, this must be a two-sided ability, right and 
respect for someone else's dignity and standards, which 
do not void in the least the right to disagree and, 
particularly, the right to object to anything which is 


“second-raters,” and, in general, the life of others, con- 
verted into state property. The threat most frequently 
comes from such areas and there are no reasons to think 
that such areas no longer exist. 


We may speak of pluralism but an individual, a party, a 
nation or a country must make a choice, sooner or later. 
They will choose one of the ways open t them and at 
that point, finally, we shall begin to come cut of the deep 
and hardened ruts of stagnation and take the path of 
perestroyka. The long period of time largel / wasted in 
inefficient and talentless efforts, when the concepts of 
man had become simplified and man's poss bilities had 
been narrowed, when the tremendous spirit ial and con- 
structive potential of the people remained wu iwused, when 
historical memory was, as in the past, covered by a thick 
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disagreeing 
correcting or 


decision be continued, and so that the live opportunities 
for further development do not become atrophied but be 
kept as the nutritive ground, as a normal prerequisite for 
healthy social progress. 


excl private matter but is addressed to a huge 
number of people, feel, particularly in cases of sharp and 
disagreement, the need to object on the same 
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the of the social area). Any steps which under- 
mine health also have a direct impact on the 
agroindustrial complex 


of the national economy. Today as well anyone who 1s 
responsible for the formulation and implementation of 
economic policy should remember this. 


At the session, the report submitted by the minister of 
finance stipulated that “the rule must be that always and 
in everything we must correlate income with expendi- 
tures and learn to live within our means.” Indeed, this is 
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[Article by N. Nikolayev] 


[Text] For dozens of years a painting has hung in the lobby 
of the Palace of Culture where the 1 9th Accountability and 
Election Party Conference of the Metallurgical Combine 
imeni V.I. Lenin in Nizhniy Tagil, was held: against a 


background of an industrial panorama, including various 


are energetically marching, 

and band bat, Ao cbaanlend be Ub taaens they should 
exude total optimism the just completed huge 
plant and their future. At the same time, this reminds us 
that it is only history that has the power to test the strength 
and accuracy of any initiative or feeling... A great deal of 
events occurred in the life of this enterprise, which traces 
its roots to the 18th century, to the time of the industrial 
development of the Urals. As always, the yardstick of the 
activities of thousands of people had been the thousands of 
poods or tons of output, plus the volume of the blast and 
Martin furnaces, the converters and the productivity of the 
rolling mills. The rest had been discussed as a second 
priority or even as the last item, depending on the connec- 
tion between a given problem and the quantity and quality 
of the metal which had been smelted and rolled. 


No, to this day this basic metallurgical indicator remains 
valid and continues to define the most essential features 


concepts 
Sanaa of hb tats Waaeh ath Sieee be Us “eaanane 
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the capacities of the metallurgical combine if it is already 
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lion rubles. As of now, however, entire projects are being 
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eliminated from the plan, including gas treatment. The 
reason? It is expensive, one must save! However, such 
“savings” are like a delayed action mine, and 

knows it. A similar situation 


shift at the thermoelectric power plant and G. Yakimov, 


blasting shop attendant. What was happening? Most of 
the combine’s equipment has reached a wear level in 
excess of 50 percent. Why is it that, although its annual 
3 billion rubles, the Nizh- 


scientific and technical progress? 


supplier, ee to ts aoe, & Oe ee a 


withholdings made during the | 1th 5-Year Plan. How- 
ever, how can they be confident, the metallurgical work- 
ers ask, that these ratios which were typical of the recent 
past, apply to the present, when a strong social policy is 
becoming a prerequisite for the development of the 
production area? 





Seat Ges tates camoean. Destiny talineive od enter 
prise and, as the current regulations stipulate, 70 percent 
of the above-plan profit will be left at the disposal of the 


fy recidentiel lock, mont of thom mnstalber 


station has been set up on a provision basis and is 
.. How can we save here? Is it not time for us 
to become the true masters of our own home?” This time 

come. This i 
ve taken place in the awareness of the people 


their dignity which is being regained after many 
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ence, today especially values openness, competence and 
the ability not to ignore sharp angles in a dialogue... 


Therefore, the Nizhniy Tagil Metallurgical Combine is 
experiencing a difficult in its life. The collective is 


the majority of NTMK members are successfully coping 
with their job obligations and enjoy the respect of the 
people around them. However, in a number of addresses, 
against the background of quite traditional criticism and 
self-criticism, an unusually sharp note of concern was 


i 


It is hardly necessary to look for the general reason for such 
phenomena as we consider the practices of the NTMK 


organization. Perestroyka, 
foundations in the life of millions of people, and which is 


emphasized, 
rather long and bitter experience in so-called conflict-free 
development which, when checked, turns out to be dead- 


Here is an even which was cited in the accountability 
report of the party committee: recently V. Shestakov, party 
buro secretary at the automotive shop, was exposed for 
having misused his official position: he built a small 
cottage with government funds. The demagogues were 
pleased: “That is what they are, the communists!” Mean- 
while, the automotive shop communists unanimously 
expelled their secretary from the CPSU. The decision of 
the party organization was supported by 70 nonparty 
comrades who attended the meeting. One would probably 
think that after that meeting the reputation of the party 
members at the automotive transportation shop would not 
drop by a single iota. As to the substantial decline in the 
number of new party members, the conclusion reached at 
the conference was that in “dition to other reasons, the 
main role in this case was the position held by many 
primary party organization secretaries, who have become 
tired of enrollment quotas (which is fair) and who have let 
this matter get entirely out of control (which is wrong and 
should be corrected), which occurred the moment admin- 
istrative pressure eased off. 


However, it would be controversial to claim that today 
the party members in the NTMK have the answer to all 
questions raised by perestroyka, including the choice of 
ways and means for reaching the targe:s. The combine’s 
party committee reported to the confer *=~ce that during 
the accountability period its main form «4 work was to 
review the combativeness of the party organizations. As 
was pointed out in the report, this method made it 
possible to increase the responsibility of the party mem- 
bers. During the period under accountability, on seven 
occasions the party committee considered the course of 
the review of combativeness in the various party organi- 
zations. The report included self-critical remarks con- 
cerning this discovered (or, rather, borrowed) form of 
work. But here is what was noteworthy: while discussing 
the vital problems in an intelligent and heated way, no 
single delegate at the conference reviled or praised this 
review. The sole exception was the combine’s General 
Director V. Novikov who failed to mention even a single 
word about the review proclaimed by the party commit- 
tee but who named the most essential shortcomings of 
the party committee and the administration as proof that 
they were not struggling for their rights in the city, oblast 
and the ministry but “were only discussing them like 
hurt children.” One would ask whether the combine’s 
party committee had not found itself in the old rut of 
campaign-mongering and ostentation with such a perma- 
nent review and should it not have openly admitted this 
now, when the criterion of party work is less oriented 
toward the number of “measures” and increasingly 
toward real changes for the better in the life of people? 


Difficult and extremely relevant problems are literally 
attacking today the collective of the Nizhniy Tagil Met- 
allurgical Combine and its party organization. However, 
we believe that one problem should be particularly 
singled out: the participation of the party members in the 
combine has become significantly more active than in 
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Marxist thinking, it was actually doomed to isolation 


follow the traditional presentation of Marxist philosophy 
as a doctrine, given once and for all, with a monopoly on 


E 
ag 
x 
B 
E 


7 & 
il 
\ 
\ 
2 
i 





I 


: 
i 
i 
; 
i 
i 
4 


[Text] Intreduction by L. Grekov, Politizdat deputy edi- tems and stereotypes and creating new textbooks which 
tor-in-chief: would make it possible to structure general education, 


pedagogical and propaganda work on the besis of 
The CPSU Central Committee Politizdat is preparing Creative principles. 8 


authors, who are noted Soviet scientists (headed by Will “Vvedeni 0 , 
lye v Filosofiyu” (Introduction to Philoso- 


Sy isendiea tha Seman OU too anh eanantiel cometh of step on the way to second tentbooue! Les the 
- ; readers be the judge, those who, with its help, will be 
the creative development of domestic philosophy in exposed to However, we can 


depict its critical and constructive possibilities in solving “Personality.” It deals with “Indivi , . 
the problems of socialist renovation. and Personality.” vidual, Individuality 


A many textbooks on philosophy have been pub- 

falls lo cay ensatinn. Hues OE tRAGA toe eatnd for ake We can see a certain purpose in the fact that this 
popular and meaningful presentation of difficult philo-  ‘'¢*tbook is represented by an excerpt dealing with the 
sophical truths and good philosophical standard. All of personality, for it is precisely in considerations about the 
coming. Everything they present is accurate and every- “uly of the topic of man, which is focal to 20th century 
ments or comparisons among ideas, concepts and *trategy of social renovation is focused. 

thoughts; there are no clashes among characters and 

actions. There is only a text which one must read, History is familiar with a number of examples of evil 
memorize and retain. Thus presented, Marxist philoso- tyrants who have tried to suppress the personality of 
phy appears less a higher accomplishment of global § man, to eradicate that which in him is individual, special 
cultural developments than training separated with a and unique, turning everyone into a cog which would fit 
thick wall from all contemporary philosophical schools. § any machine. Efforts were made to identify with social- 


ism such an ideology of depersonalization. 
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Our time, the time of and renovation, puts 
the personality in the center of public attention. Today 
within Soviet society a stable and long-term social 
demand has assumed its definitive shape, asking for 
personalities, for outstanding individualities, rather than 
for a “one-dimensional” man, a kind of “social autom- 
aton,” but for a person who is free and can think 
critically, who is unfettered, creative, original and initia- 
tive-minded. Without him we cannot reach the line of 
renovated socialism. This is a society in which the 
personality of everyone will organically combine within 
itself the advantages of socialist social relations with the 
latest revolutionary technology. The historical dispute 
with a different, with a private-ownership system will be 
won by a system in which individuals rallied by the 
principle that the free development of the individual is a 
prerequisite for the free development of all, live and act. 


Increased interest in the personality, in the person as an 


ue in a changing world, the 


author of the following excerpt, E.Yu. Solovyev, leading 


desks of the scientists or were filed away. Nonetheless, 
some of them were published. For example, toward the 


ence and behavior of the individual under extreme or 
borderline situations. This has proved to be very useful 
to the philosophy, science and politics of today, when the 
pressing and complex problems of renovation have 
attained their full magnitude and, finally, when the 
social need for strong, independent, originally thinking 


and enterprising people has become fully apparent! It has 
become quite obvious that in order to contribute to the 
efforts, in order to have “more socialism,” and in order 


their own features and voice, people who, even during 
the most severe trials, do not abandon either their 
individuality or their voice. 


The it inordinate and crucial significance of the post-April 


those circumstances that the individual must be formed 
(or, as F.M. Dostoyevskiy said, “identified”), along with 
individuals who are clearly aware of the reasons for their 
behavior, controlling it strictly, subordinating it to a 
unified strategy in life, consistent with its grandiose 
nature and objectives. 


The Individual, Individuality, Personality 


Human society is not some kind of “superorganism,” 
some flexible organs the functional elements of which 


greater and more outstanding. Such is the specific nature 
of human existence and the realization of it has long been 
an essential topic of social criticism. This does not apply 
only to the culture of our new times but also to antiquity 
and the middle-ages, in which philosophers blamed exist- 
ing society for its failure to value originality in people, for 
equalizing them and for failure to provide adequate scope 
for the development of their talents. 


It is important to understand that individuals (whether 
great or small) are the only living and active agents of the 
historical process. However powerful the developing 
social body may be, it nonetheless must not be conceived 
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product and subject of social relations. The 
individual, as we saw, is directed toward the 
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A good explanation of the concepts of “individuality” 
and “personality” is, in our view, provided by the 
following thought expressed by S.L. Rubinshteyn, the 
noted Soviet psychologist: “Man represents an individ- 
uality by virtue of the existence within him of special, 
unique properties,” the person is an individual for he has 
his own face and even in most difficult trials of life he 
does not lose his face (see S.L. Rubinshteyn, “Printsipy i 
Puti Razvitiya Psikhologii” [Principles and Ways of 
Development of Psychology]. Moscow, 1959, p 122). 


typical. It is obvious that it is a question not of an 
accidental and external originality (the fact that a man 





of a victory choral which could be described 
"Marseillaise* of the 16th ceatury. The heroes of those 
times had not become as yet the slaves of the division of 
labor which limited and created one-sidedness, the influ- 
ence of which we so frequently notice in their descen- 
dants.... Hence the fullness and strength of character 
which made them complete people” (K. Marx and F. 
Engels, op. cit., vol 20, pp 346-347). 


In terms of its origin and spirit the concept of individu- 
ality may be considered as belonging to the Renaissance, 
not in the sense that it was the Renaissance which 
developed the concept (it appeared significantly later) 


cities of the 1 5th and first third of the 16th centuries, the 
leaders of which were the first clearly to demonstrate 
what, in general, a man could be and what universal 
talents nay be found in every person. The community of 
leaders of the culture of the Renaissance was like an 
outline, a harbinger of what all mankind could and 
should become in the future: an endless variety of 
individualities with many capabilities. 


Naturally, it would be erroneous to idealize the culture of 
the Renaissance. Let us not forget that, in many respects, 
it was an elitist spiritual education and needed the 
sponsorship of rich patrons of the arts and, starting with 
the end of the 16th century, it entered the stage of 
aristocratic degeneracy. Nor should we forget the fact 
that the giants of the Renaissance displayed a moral lack 
of discrimination and occasionally used their gifts to 
justify total permissiveness. 


Nonetheless, to the majority of Western philosophers 
who considered the problem of individuality, the 
Renaissance was a general cultural measure with which 
they assessed their ideals and their condemnation of the 
developing capitalist division of labor. 
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The idea of a full individuality (the Renaissance-human- 
istic component of modern European culture) assumed 
an important position in the theoretical views on the 
future, as developed by Marx and Engels. They con- 
ceived of the communist society as the free association of 
comprehensively developed individuals, every one of 
whom would make a unique contribution to the tangible 


The concept of individuality presumes not only a variety 
of capabilities but also their organic integration within a 
single entity. The richly gifted person not only has a set, 
a sum but also a combination of various gifts. One of his 
talents, as a rule, will dominate all other and will 
ore imag original means through which they are 
com 


This circumstance was emphasized by 19th century 


The pain of creativity only prepares the moment of 
inspiration, illumination and discovery. As he works, the 
master simply kneads the clay and it is not he who will 
sculpt it but his awakened gift. It is only thus that works 
which strike us with their harmony, and natural and 
simple nature can be born. 


The same applies to the individual integrity of the 
person. In order for this integrity to be established, a 
variety of purposeful efforts are needed. However, it is 
not they that shape the individuality: individuality 
develops by itself or, more accurately, it happens, it 
grows from the kernel of gift on a soil which has been 


plowed by work. 
The observations which Goete and the romantics made 
may be the most vivid description of individuality, 


eich thie ho ccctaatiins of Gb coach padin 
However, they did not find out that this concept by no 
means covered all human activities. They pointed out (or 
at least hinted) at the existence of some kind of structure 
for such activities with the help of and under the aegis of 
which individuality itself matures, develops and 
page Ame eng cage e's cog wether og 
the personality, the determining features of which are, 
precisely, deliberation, purposefulness and projection 
into the future. 





Whereas the concept of individuality can make human 
activities measurable in terms of originality and unique- 
ness, comprehensiveness, harmoniousness, and natural 
behavior, the of personality emphasizes the 
conscious-will principle. The individual deserves the 
“title” of personality the more clearly he realizes the 
reasons for his behavior and the stricter he controls it, 
subordinating it to a unified strategy of life. 


Initially the word “person” (persona) meant a mask 
which was put on by an actor in the ancient theater 
(compare this with the Russian “lichina”). Later it began 
to indicate the actor himself and his role. The Romans 


as a mission, as a cross to bear, freely but ready to 
assume the full responsibility related to this role. 


The concept of person makes sense only within the 
system of social relations, only where one could speak of 


free and shabieated (or, sean forced and pada in 
performing it. 


In terms of his individuality, man expresses himself 


interpreted by us above all as actions, i.c., as deliberate 
and free acts of behavior. The person is the initiator of a 
systematic series of vital events or, as was perfectly put at 


vent, but by the responsibility he has assumed, by what 
he sets himself to accomplish. 


Usually responsibility is perceived not as a very pleasant 
term (when efforts are made to punish us for an action 
we always would like to present ourselves as “somewhat 


not responsible,” referring to the development of cir- 
cumstances, 


the psychiatrist passes this sentence, he rejects altogether 





The initial 
centuries later. 


structure 


horrible than any other punishment imposed by the 
court or any difficulties in life which could befall some- 


The lot of the irresponsible person is the worst. It is more 


eal 


“ges 


i 
RHE 
af 
li 


i 


imposes upon an individual an entire set of 
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death. “Here I stand. I can do no other,” and you can do 
with me whatever you wish, you will not be able to make 


sinks down to a pitiful condition: he becomes lazy, a 
and religious requirements. The diktat by the Pope was What type 


hypochondriac, a dreamer and prey to envy. 
History indicated the nature of a person (not a great or 
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ism but by the power of a self-assigned mission and elevated to a law a maxim based on bitter 


obligation. Persistence, endurance and the self-control of 
the supporters of young Protestantism have become 
legend and the words expressed by their first spiritual 


t himself, 


countered not by an inclination to engage in individual- §_Abstractly speaking, any. Kan 
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structure his life as a thought-out, consistent “action.” 


Let us not discuss the contradictions found within 
Kant’s ethical doctrine or study his critique (which is at 
times profound and substantive) of the specific formulas 
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and crowded like cattle, using denigrating punishments 
“general background of terror” with 


But there was bad luck: the “ideal inmate” turned out, as 
a rule, to be a totally unviable being. Following the 
“amputation of his personality,” the qualities of individ- 


exhausted but was not hungry until the supervisor would 
shout “eat!” He moved automatically, he weakened 
without struggle and, finally, “withered away.” 


Indicative in this respect were the means which the 
inmates themselves invented with a view to retaining 
their personality. One of the camp “veterans” told 


brushing one’s teeth could be an act. It is what we do and 
what makes us what we are. 


In referring to Kant’s concepts, Bettelheim formulates 
his own set of imperatives for camp survival: at all cost 
“create around yourself an Area of Autonomous Behav- 
ior.” This area must be wider and stronger the more 


those who had once dared to formulate for their own 
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is a means turns into an end” (ibid.), The purpose is the As carly as the end of the 18th century, progressive social 
free collective unity of working people, essentially differ- philosophy had found a convincing answer to such 
ent from the supervised slavish compatibility imposed by _—rhetorical questions prompted by entirely clear class or 
capitalism. Within this collectivity it is as though man is _— caste interests. It was formulated with extreme clarity by 
reborn into worker and his spiritual resurrection takes §_W. Humboldt, a most talented representative of German 
place. In describing meetings of French proletarians-so- = carly-bourgeois liberalism: “...Nothing contributes to 


cialists, Marx found words amazingly and pow- achieving the maturity needed for freedom as freedom 
erful to describe it: “...In their mouths human tyis _ itself. Naturally, this claim will be rejected by those who 
not a phrase but a truth and their faces, hardened by their have all so frequently used the lack of maturity as a 
work, shine with human nobility” (ibid.). pretext for continuing to use oppression. It seems to me, 


een Se See. ae or ee ee 
, nature man. A maturity needed 
The shaping of a developed personality in thousands of Sestuen oon bo hanel duty On a bank of eainota one 
ee ee Ae ne. cee come moral forces. This demands work and work means 
freedom which awakens independence” (W. Humboldt, 
one of the greatest phenomena in history. Such was the “Ths Laamese aut Pleutie Gf Clams” Peaain 
first noteworthy gain of the labor movement. At the very Moscow, 1985, p 137). Similar thoughts were expressed 
start of the last century a mass of independent and 4, Home, A. Smith, J.J. Rousseau, E.J. Sieyes, I. 
dedicated individuals appeared, hammered out of 2 Kant, 1.G. Fichte, A.N. Radishchev, V.G. Belinskiy and 


type of human material which, in the assessment AL Hertzen. 

objectivistic bourgeois statistics was suitable only as a 

reserve for increased criminality, drunkenness and No single nation on earth, no class within that nation, 
debauchery. can be considered “civically immature.” In the contem- 


The worker liberation movement, which rallied the most Would consist of individuals incapable of assuming an 
progressi conscious represen individuality and a personality. The presumption of 
Suan tates tae oat serie yrettenaety ee Bade Fons pats ce wart 
umanization implementati democratic principles now codified ternational law. 
tone Sieaiee an tation of 1: is accepted by our Marxist theory unconditionally. We 
a eS Sr ee eee 


oppression were eliminated (wages increased, the work- legal awareness and socially responsible behavior of 
ing day was shortened, the rights of workers to educa- | Very member of society have assumed such a pressing 
tion, social security, and so on were legitimized). Thanks  ®4ture in our own ideological and political life. 

ane € labor movement bourgeois society was CooveiGiHtT: Indatelstvo TeK KPSS “Pravda”, 


forgotten ~ ao 
representative of the toiling masses, has features of Kommunist”, 1988. 


=p ba oo | taggin rama maians 
We well realize the meaning of the pedagogical require- = 13920005i Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 17, 
ment that everyone has personality traits. We cannot Nov 88 (signed to press 17 Nov 88) pp 64-71 


ing a child respect for his personal dignity. [Article by Vladislav Vasilyevich Pirozhkov, consultant, 
KOMMUNIST Science and Education Department] 





. eon , | [Text] Seventy years ago the Soviet system issued two 
although here the rule of anticipatory respect is by no ) + 


always accepted. The favorite argument of polit- buncil of People’s Commissars I 
motes top btn tepye oly “On Organizing Public Education in the Russian Social- 
immature personality of the popular masses. ist Soviet Republic, dated June 1918 and signed by V.1. 


Lenin, and the Regulation on the Unified Labor School, 

which came out in October. The former document 

What kind of personal freedom for the peasants could entrusted overall leadership of public education to the 

there be a question of, blabbered the serf owners, ifthe State Education Commission and, in the localities, to the 
not guberniya, uyezd and volost public education depart- 
a level of independence and have become ments of the executive committees of the sovicts of 
accustomed to their state as wards? Is political indepen- § worker and peasant deputies. The People’s Commissar- 
dence of backward peoples admissible, the colonizers _iat for Education was put directly in charge of managing 
repeated after them, if those peoples have still not hada _ scientific and educational institutions of national signif- 
taste of civic culture? icance. The latter document was discussed and approved 
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the educator is presented as executing someone's 
(most the t's) will. Allegedly, he is 
ready at any momen tch to working in a new style 


who, although pleased 

have changed their attitude toward their job? In this case 

the data are more eloquent: One-half of all teachers do 

not like school regulations and the nature of educational 

aa Studies conducted in Estonia have indicated 
man 


The interest and concerns of the students have been 
pushed to the margin of school life. Paradoxically, the 
center of attention is the impersonal training-education 
process rather than the personality of the student. Ini- 
tially this may seem like a theoretical abstraction. In 
practice, however, it is claimed that the proper organi- 
ae ae ee oe 
antees the interest of every student. 


Such deformation in the awareness and morality of the 


teacher toward scholastic We can see an enhance- 
ment of pedagogical turning to historical and 
contemporary experience and a sincere interest in under- 


pedagogical public 
nally become acquainted with the creative nature 
of innovative educators who, for many years, were being 
subjected to persecution. They are bringing in teacher's 
circles and in school life a spirit of glasnost and true 


However, perestroyka urgently raises the question of the 
readiness of the individual teacher to meet its require- 
ments. This readiness shifts from the level of an individ- 
ual stance to that of the practical implementation of the 
tasks. This transition is today the key to the solution of 
many problems. Are teachers ready to make use of the 
right they have been granted to engage in creative work? 
Unfortunately, not always and not in everything: They 


mistrustful we may be of such figures, they lead us to 
very sad thoughts. The educators themselves confirm 
that creativity has abandoned schools. Once again the 
origins of this fact should be sought in the past, when the 
significance of the creative system of the founders of 
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A great deal of literature has been published, so that they 
must both study and apply their knowledge. If an edu- 
cator decides to become a reform innovator, let him seek 


the way himself. 


1: 


[Article by Viadimir Fedorovich Matveyev, UCHI- 


TELSKAYA GAZETA editor in chief] 
[Text] Before starting a discussion about the school, 


us set the level on which it is to be 
the 
exist and 
natural, 








and see the 


that the answer to this question is by no means simple. 


Yes, with rare and happy exceptions, to the children the 
are forced to memorize a 


with a few remarks in his 


Finally, to society as a whole, the product of the school’s 


Nonetheless, I believe that the answer to the question 
as the objective of the school? 


ru 


It was self-evident that no one had proclaimed this 
outloud. However, this was the task imple- 
mented by the school, while ing else, such as the 
development of the personality, culture, and so on, was 


ing of the school but a virtual quality, a prerequisite 
which contributed rather than hindered the display of 


praiseworthy obedience. 


Like any other social system, the administrative-com- 
mand system needed new generations to ensure its 
reproduction. It also needed a corresponding adminis- 
trative-command system consistent with its internal 
structure. 


From this viewpoint, the history of our school remains 
unwritten. Such a future history book will include 
changes in the People’s Commissariat of Education 


following A. Lunacharskiy’s departure, the decree “On 
the Teaching of Civic History in USSR SChools” (1934) 
and the decree “On Distortions Within the 


Pedological 
nT of the People’s Commissariats of Education” 
(1 


Let particularly note this decree. Pedology is the com- 
prehensive science of the child, involving physiology, 
psychology and sociology. Unquestionably, pedologists 
in the 1930s made grave mistakes. The very idea, how- 
ever, was entirely sensible (incidentally, leading pedolog- 
ists included scientists such as P. ee ee 
N. Basov and L. Zankov). In particular, 

So davihde ehinitiva Vale Gh hich Guatiaian tes 
intellectual and other accomplishments of the student, 
which is something we lack today. The errors made by 
the Soviet pedologists were the result of their excessive 
sociologizing and ideologizing and a dogmatic style of 


How did the decree treat pedology? Its best parts, such as 
the comprehensive psychophysiological approach and con- 
centration on objective methods in pedagogy were 
cai Gelb teeieted DE Mlamniaieen eh tind 
worse, such as ideological blinkers, dogmatism and intol- 
erance, were sharply and intermittently strengthened. 


That same decree “restored the rights” of pedagogical 
science. What kind of science was that? Was it the highly 
humanistic domestic pedagogy practiced by L. Tolstoy, 
K. Ushinskiy, N. Pirogov and many, many others? 
Naturally, it was not. Officially, all those names were 
kept but in fact there was a halt in the efforts to develop 
pedagogy precisely as a science, i.c., to seek objective 
methods with which to practice it. It was the pedagogy of 
suppression that was legitimized. 


This was no accident or “error.” Stalin was perfectly 


aware of the importance of the school. He purposefully 
structured a “Stalinist ” consistent with his 


objectives. The reorganized People’s Commissariat of 
Education was entrusted with its implementation. 
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The new documents issued by the USSR State Commit- 
tee of Education encourage the election of school prin- 
cipals. They call for the creation of school councils and 
public education councils on the rayon, city and national 
levels. As we know, an All-Union Public Education 
Council will be created in December of this year at the 
All-Union Congress of Public Education workers. How- 
ever, the initial in the creation of such 
councils and in involving the public in school manage- 
ment is, alas, by no means always satisfactory. The fear 
has developed that that which happened in the past with 
the soviets of people’s deputies could happen in the case 
of the public school councils (which include representa- 
tives of teachers, students and parents) and the rayon 
public education councils. Unless the school and rayon 
councils immediately acquire the necessary authority 
and proclaim and exercise their rights, they will merely 
become a “democratic” shingle behind which, as in the 
past, the old bureaucratic structures will be hiding. 


Today the teachers and, frequently, the entire pedagog- 
ical collective are joining the process of new cducational 
ways of thinking. Nonetheless, all too frequently they are 


employee subordinate to a higher employee (the princi- 
pal) who, in turn, is subordinate to another superior 
authority. Therefore, the democratization of the school 
must be given firm organizational support. 


This support has been found in the creative alliance 


The statement that teaching i is a creative profession still 


ment of a creative association is today a vitally impor- 
tant task. They have been persistently writing about it for 
the past 2 years in UCHITELSKAYA GAZETA. 


Recently an initiative group for the creation of a creative 








At its very first meeting the organizational committee of 
the future association declared that its operational princi- 
ple will be social and machinery-free, thus emphasizing its 
antibureaucratic nature and reliance on the free associa- 
tion of creative groups of educators and their clubs and 
associations. Its purpose will be to support innovative 
steps and to involve the entire mass of teachers in creative 
work, self-renovation, self-enhancement and awareness of 
the civic and professional responsibility of the educator for 
the fate of the young generation. 


Could there be any objections to such a union? It turns 
out that there could be. “We do not need it!” the 
high-ranking apparat official holding keeps insisting. 
One may think that he is not expressing his strictly 
personal opinion. As they did in the past, such people 
believe that it is by no means mandatory to ask the 
opinion of the teachers on this matter. However, time 
teaches and will continue to teach the amateurs of such 
unappealable evaluations to adopt a different view on 
the foundations of school development. 


We must realize that our school can make firm progress 
in its revival only if it has a serious, a scientifically 
substantiated concept of public education, consistent 
with the challenge of our time and the new face of 
socialism. Our society has waited all too long for the 
USSR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences to formulate 
such a concept. However, all attempts to draft it within 
the academy have ended with the drafting of declarative 
documents which, unfortunately, have been unabie to 
withstand criticism even on the part of the former USSR 
Ministry of Education. 


That is the reason for which the newly created USSR 
State Committee for Public Education was assigned the 
task of developing this concept and, following its 
approval by the public, to undertake its practical imple- 
mentation. In accordance with the implementation of 
this task, the State Committee set up the “Basic School” 
Provisional Scientific Research Collective (VNIK), 
which was able to attract the participation of the most 
creative scientific forces among educators and scicntists 
and, in particular, USSR APN scientists who had been 
unable within the academy to bring to light their poten- 
tial in the development of new educational ideas. 


On a parallel basis with the VNIK, an alternate scientific 
collective was set up, which gave itself the name of “APN 
Task Force.” Last August UCHITELSKAYA GAZETA 
published the plans for the two concepts along with an 
entire packet of other documents drafted by the VNIK: 
Regulation on the Secondary General Education School, 
Regulation on the Rayon (City) Public Education Coun- 
cil, Regulation on the Vocational-Technical School and 
Regulation on the Secondary Specialized School, as 
suggested by collectives cooperating with the “Base 
School” of the VNIK. 
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Hundreds of creative autonomous pedagogical associa- 
tions and teachers’ clubs are already active. One of 


COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS 
“Kommunist”, 1988. 


Economic Growth: Alternative Assessment 
180200051 Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 17, 
Nov 88 (signed to press 17 Nov 88) pp 83-90 


[Article by Grigoriy Isakovich Khanin, candidate of 
economic sciences, head of laboratory for comprehen- 
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“Pravda”, 





economic management, taking also into consideration 
past errors which were made in this area. 


increase, between 1929 and 1950 retail prices increased 
by a factor of 12. Retail prices were followed by an 
increase in wages and in cost per unit of output and 
wholesale prices based on production cost. According to 
our estimates, between 1956 and 1985 alone wholesale 
prices in the national economy increased by a factor of 
more than 2.5, which included a concealed doubling of 
such prices. 


method for concealing the nonfulfillment of planned 
assignments did not meet with the active objection of the 


1951- 1961- 
1960 1965 


1929- 1942- 
1941 1950 


3.2139 1.6/4.8 7.2/10.2 


Index of Basic Pro- 
duction Capital 


44/65 4.1/7.7 


volume of output computed on the basis of a set of key 
commodities in the individual industrial sectors. Natu- 
rally, this system as well is not ideal for, clearly, no ideal 
system exists. 


The indicator of physical volume of output has been 
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The choice of the year 1928 as the base for the analysis is 
determined by the fact that it is a turning point in the 
country's history (a sharp turn in economic policy was 
initiated in 1929). A number of statistical publications 
have used as a base the year 1928 also as marking the 
beginning of the 5-year plans (see table). 


1976- 1981- 1986- 1929- 
1980 1985 1987 1987 


1966- 1971- 
1970 1975 


1.5/5.46 L.15/1.52 2.0/2.65 1.24/1.37 1.22/1.45 1.17/1.32 1.05/1.23 1.01.19 1.04/1.06 6.9/89.5 


3.2/5.7 1042 O63.5 20/30 3.47.9 


1.95/2.97 1.24/1.09 1.70/2.46 1.31.59 1.28/1.48 1.21/1.52 1.10/1.43 1.03/1.37 1,00/1.10 9.6/61.4 











1929- 1942- 1951- 1961- 1966- 1971. 1976- 1981- 1986 1929. 
1941 1950 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1987 1987 

Average Annual 5.36.7 240 S494 5979.7 S12 39.7 ITA O665 O049 3.9/7.2 
Growth Rates 

of Basic Produc- 

tive Capital, Per- 
cent 
Capital Return 0.77/1.84 0.93/1.32 1.17/1.08 0.93/0.86 0.95/0.98 0.97/0.87 0.95/0.87 1,000.86 1.04/0.96 0.71/1.38 
Average Annual 2048 O8/3.1 L608 -14-30 -1.0-04 0.6/2.7 -+1.0-2.7 00-30 20-20 0.60.5 
Rates of Capital 

Return Changes, 

Percent 

Indicator of Social §=1.19/4.33 1.12/1.47 1.62.15 1.22/1.34 1.16/1.99 1.1071.25 LOI/1.18 L.00/1.16 1.04/1.06 3.$5/46.23 
Labor Produc- 
Average Annual LMILO «61.544 «SOO «34160 3068 19/46 O2734 O0/90 20/30 2.2/6.7 
Rate of Changes 

in Labor 
Productivity, 

Percent 

Indicator of Mate- 1,25— 1.10.98 0.95/0.95 1.02/0.99 1.02/0.98 1.05/1.03 1.05/1.00 1.05/1.00 0.99/1.008 1.56— 
rial Iptensiveness 1.3/0.96 1.62/0.90 
of Public Output 
Average Annual 1.7— 1VO2 DAVOS O402 O404 1006 1000 1000 0504 04— 
Rates of Change 2.0/0.3 0.82/- 
in Material Inten- 0.2 
siveness, Percent 
Index of _ _ _ 1.29/1.43 1.1971.45 1.05/1.47 1.04/1.19 0,95/1.17 _ 1.59/4.24 
Production 

Capital Invest- 
ments 
Average Annual _ _ _ $2774 3.5/7.7 1.080 O885 -1.03.2 _ 1.9/5.9 
Rates of Changes 

in the Volume of 

Industrial 

Capital 

Investments 
Remarks: 


1. The numerator indicates the result of the author's computations; the denominator indicates traditional evaluations com- 
puted on the basis of USSR State Statistical Committee Data. 

2. Data for 1941 computed nominally, based on the results of the first half of 1941. 

3. 1986-1987 data are preliminary. 

4. Average base of industrial capital investments computed for 25 years. 


This table fully confirms the significant the 
achieved by the Soviet economy during the period under § Soviet economic potential in both absolute and relative 


i 
F 
J 
4 


consideration. Between 1929 and 1987 the Soviet figures. 

national income increased by a factor of 6.9.’ For the 

sake of comparison, let us point out that within the same § The economic development of the USSR was also wors- 
period of time it increased by a factor of 6.1 in the ened by deformation in socialism and major errors in 
United States, 3.8 in Great Britain, and 4 
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restoration of the prewar economic standard in our biggest socioeconomic problems. 

country took nearly 10 years, whereas in the United 

States it was precisely then that a particularly fast Between 1929 and 1987 basic production capital 
economic expansion took place, while the level of increased by a factor of 9.6 in real figures; the consump- 
destruction of the economic potential in France and _tion of material resources increased by a factor of 13-14. 








growth, it was precisely this task that assumed a priority 
status in our economy. 


The foundations of economic progress in the USSR were 
laid between the 1930s and the 1950s. Within that 
historically short time segment the basic production 
assets in the national economy more than quadrupled. A 
powerful investment base was organized which, by the 
end of said period, was able to meet almost entirely the 
mere fie en bag cc preteen head ete ag the 


a high pace of economic development. A major contrib- 
utory factor to this effect were the traditional assess- 
cad dita tnieaeeeien in dik celieoen ot 
showed a t improvement in the utilization of 
basic production assets and materials within that time. 


idly between 1929 and 1950. Although they improved in 
the 1950s, such improvement could only partially com- 
pensate for the lowered efficiency in the preceding 
period. 


The study of the factors affecting ovr country’s economic 
development between 1929 and 1960 is not of purely 


historical! interest only. Today our economists frequently 
write about the origins of our present economic difficul- 
ties which they trace to the end of the 1970s and 


beginning of the 1980s; others include the entire period 
of the 1970s and others again seek them in the period of 


the Soviet people and perfect the economic mechanism, 
along with a democratization of public life and a more 
decisive struggle against the bureaucrats. It was precisely 


the 1930s it was the line of “power” solution of difficult 























must be taken to ensure resource conservation. 


The needs of the national economy for labor and material- 


take into consideration the level of utilization of production 
capacities in the national economy, the availability of man- 
power and its skills, etc. It is one thing when there is a 
surplus of manpower and a scarcity of jobs, and something 
entirely different, as is currently being noticed, when the 
number of jobs far exceeds the number of workers. In many 
sectors in the national economy, in which the level of 


a reduction in the volume of basic production assets. The 
resources which could be released in this case would be quite 
adequate for the accelerated development of currently 
underdeveloped economic sectors and in the area of 
resource conservation. Once the level of utilization of pro- 
duction capacities has increased substantially (by a factor of 
1.5-2) the situation could change and we would indeed have 
to accelerate the overall increase of basic production assets. 
However, we are still far from this point. 


In frequent cases the economic results which we have been 
able to attain in the course of perestroyka are being 
distorted as a result of comparing them with the obviously 


unrealistic indicators of the economic growth of the period 
of stagnation. The analysis, however, indicates that under- 
estimating them would be a mistake. We were able to stop 
the process of decline in the rates of economic growth and 
reduce deficiency in public production, which lasted for a 
quarter of a century and which ended with an absolute 
decline in the national income in real figures in 1981-1982, 
but showed a 3 percent increase in 1986. In the first 2 years 
of the 12th 5-year period the growth rates of the national 
income, in real terms, averaged 2 percent. Particularly 


rates of labor productivity have been accelerated. For the 
first time since the 1950s capital returns have increased 
substantially and material intensiveness of output has 


nobyl breakdown and the harsh winter of 1986-1987. 


However, it would be dangerous to overestimate the size 
and significance of shifts in the economy. The steps 
taken in recent years to stimulate the economy were 
essentially of a short-term nature and have 
exhausted their possibilities. At the start of the 
5-year period they were increased as a result of 
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being reported by the press on a virtually daily 
Taking into consideration the actual increase in 
amount of working time, achievements in the growth 
labor productivity and the improved utilization of fixed 
assets turn out to be even more modest. So far there has 
been no real change in intensification. 


°F 


Increasingly we feel an “overloading” of the economy, 


and engage making slow and substandard repairs, which 
is fraught with the danger of major breakdowns. The 
production personne! in many other sectors are also 
being overloaded. The labor intensification of the man- 
agerial apparatus cannot substitute for a systematically 
implemented economic reform policy. Unfortunately, 
changes in this respect, as was frankly noted at the 19th 
Party Conference, are slow. With a sluggish half-way 
implementation of the reform, the long-range trends of 
resources and an absolute decline in the volume of 
output may reappear. 





Letters To The Editors 
18020005m Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 17, 
Nov 88 (signed to press 17 Nov 88) pp 91-95 


[Letters to the editors: “The Reader Considers, Argues, 
Proposes] 


lying and unccrupulousness. I have heard that members 
of the militia stopped for a check the bus of an enterprise 
producing alcoholic beverages, entered it, and the pas- 
sengers immediately put the containers with the stolen 
liquor on the divider between seats and started laughing: 
Who could establish the ownership of such bottles or 


People, what are you laughing at? The seemingly inno- 
cent description of such people as “pilferers” does not 
fit. You are nothing but ordinary thieves. Where is your 
conscience, where is your shame? 


“There is now dishonor among us,” sadly notes writer V. 
Kaverin. We can only agree with this. Given the large 


number of swindlers, their lives become simpler. How- 
ever, when the crowd would catch one, his situation 
deteriorates: he may even get a beating, particularly if he 
has picked something out of someone else’s pocket. In 
such cases, people looked at one another and everything 





2 March 1969 
kind of respect could there be.... What about our stan- 
dards of intercourse, with which the civilized person 
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main faults in our education is its mass approach. We do 
not notice, we do not acknowledge individuality and, 
consequently, it is as though we preclude respect for the 
individual. Yet respect is a strictly individual category... 


Children are exceptionally impressionable. Feeling their 
rightlessness in children’s institutions and listening to 
stories by their parents on their “battles” for truth, early 
in life they draw pessimistic conclusions and frequently 


“You built your peaceful little world and blocked tight 
all access to light, like a termite. You surrounded your- 
self with dust, you hid in your philistine well-being and 
in your sluggish habits and closed provincial way of life; 
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enterprise, the cooperative and individual labor activity, 
this problem has become particularfy relevant. 


income and the need to declare one’s income as is the 
practice in other countries. 


I believe that the journal should not ignore this topic. We 
need not a single article but an entire series of articles. 
We must describe taxes in prerevolutionary Russia and 
foreign taxation systems, as practiced in the United 
States, Britain, the FRG and other developed countries: 
What kind of taxes are they, who sets them, and how 
they are used. Postponing a discussion on this matter is 
improper. 


I, Klimevetskiy, teacher, Skelki Village, Zaporozhe 
Oblast: How Is the Weather Outside? 


A pamphiet has appeared in the boo! ...¢s by Candidate 
of Historical Sciences Ya.l. Potryayko “N./. Bukharin: 
Shtrikhi k Politicheskomu Portretu” (N.1. Bukharin: Fea- 


tures of His Political Portrait] (Kiev, 1988). I cannot 
speak for others, but in me it triggered a sharp feeling of 
perplexity. 
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, docent, Department of CPSU History, 
Institute: 
party was 
theory 
relations. Today we are hearing complaints 


V. Kraglev, electric car driver, Omsk Television Plant: 
of a 

atabteba the teeth aha Gherbiion off inv tnaier eocmaume 
A. Simakov, candidate of philosophical sciences, Moscow: 
al oenmead sere gael Rr semegay Sf ese 
How many were the duplications of the “moral-cthical” 
concept of the competition, which identified it with 
labor activeness and classified it in the area of super- 
about the “dampening of moral incentives,” and so on. 
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Let me remind you that in the 1920s, under the circum- 


stances of a “raging” of commodit relations 
tnd cali iva the el competion not ont i 0 
dampen but developed . Based on an orga- 


for it was manifested not in fully applying 
capabilities and receiving what was earned but in the 
averaging of needs, so that no one would receive more. 


Responses To Our Publications 


V. Feodesyev, USSR Academy of Sciences corresponding 
member, Hero of Socialist Labor: 


I am writing you as an unprejudiced interested reader. In 
issue No 12 of your journal my attention was drawn to a 
letter written by a group of kolkhoz chairmen from the 


are opponents of the drone of the “zero cycle,” which 
your journal has already perfectly described. That is the 


will enter the sensible area of economics. 


G. Matasev, Moscow: 





V. Dubrovskiy, candidate of technical sciences, senior 
scientific associate TsNII imeni Krylov, Leningrad: 


It is good that we are beginning to discuss the rational 


Therefore, we must guarantee the impossibility of mak- 
ing “double use” of published data. This is hardly 


secrecy addressed. Who should “take steps” to correct an 
obviously abnormal situation? We frequently hear “not 
possible,” or “not allowed” on the part of those who 
have absolutely nothing to do with the country’s defense. 
There are various special departments everywhere but 
one can only guess as to who is controlling them and 
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[Article by Janos Kadar, MSZMP chairman} 


[Text] The MSZMP is the heir of the Hungarian Com- 
munist Party, which was created 70 years ago. In its 
iviti , guided by the principles of 
scientific socialism and the doctrine of Marx, Engels and 
Lenin. The shaping of party policy is inseparably related 
to the specific historical events it has experienced along 
its route. In this connection, in analyzing MSZMP 
activities, let us consider, albeit briefly, the most impor- 
tant events which have influenced the destinies of the 
country and the people. 


The Hungarian Soviet Republic was founded in the 
spring of 1919, soon after the victory of the Great 
October Socialist Revolution, in the center of Europe. It 
existed 133 days and fell under the blows of the forces of 
the international bourgeoisie, which put in power the 
Horthy counterrevolutionary regime. The Trianon Peace 
Treaty, which was signed in 1920, poured grist in the 
mill of the nationalistic, revenchist and anti-Soviet 
regime which promoted hostility among nations. It was a 
summation of World War I, as a result of which Hungary 
lost two-thirds of its territory. 


progressive people were persecuted, thrown in jail or 
killed. In World War II, which broke out in 1939, 
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of socialism in the Hungarian People’s Republic. 


af 


The process of establishment of the Hungarian 
nist Party has its prehistory. In the second half 
19th century, the Hungarian working class already 


established in 1878, on the initiative of the Hungarian 
worker Leo Frankel, one of the noted leaders of the Paris 
Commune and close fellow worker of Kari Marx; the 

Social D tic Part pares blished 


Hungarian 





which came to power found itself helpless in the face of 
the social problems which had accumulated. Further- 
more, the country was threatened by foreign military 
intervention. A new force was needed which could 
defend and develop the gains of the bourgeois-demo- 
cratic revolution and take up the defense of the home- 
land threatened by intervention. This force was the 
Communist Party, which was founded in Budapest on 24 
November 1918 
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immediately after the victory of the revolution 
the representatives of the former ruling classes began to 


without trial or investigation; all members of the direc- 
torate in the city of Szekszard were brutally murdered; 
many fighters were tortured in the “temporary” jails in 


were felt throughout the entire duration of Horthy’s rule 
and in World War II. 


The communists, who were forced to work in clandestine 
conditions, hurled a challenge at the antidemocratic law 
of 1921 which banned political activities. Scorning the 
threat of being sentenced by military tribunals, they 
undertook to rebuild the party and continued their 
struggle in defense of the interests of the working class 
and for easing the situation of the working people 
frightened by white terrorism. 


Although the revolutionary storm in Europe quieted 
down, ignoring the real situation and the appearance of 
fascism or the specific situation prevailing in the indi- 
vidual countries, in the first half of the 1930s the 
Communist International pursued an unrealistic politi- 
cal line which led to the self-isolation of the parties. In 
accordance with the then Comintern practices, its deci- 
sions were mandatory to all parties within it, for which 
reason the program of the Hungarian Communist Party 
also set as its objective the immediate establishment of a 
proletarian dictatorship. For a number of years the unity 
among antifascist forces was also hindered by the fact 
that the social democrats were considered traitors to the 
working class. 


In 1935, at its 7th Congress, the Comintern acknowl- 
edged that fascism was the main danger. The congress’ 
resolutions called for fighting fascism and the unification 
of all antifascists. This approach had a beneficial influ- 
ence on our party as well. All of this was particularly 
important under the conditions of the outbreak of World 
War II. The occupation of Hungary by fascist Germany 
on 19 March 1944, as a result of which the country lost 
its independence and autonomy, created a new situation. 
The progressive forces decided to unite in the struggle 
against fascism. The Hungarian Front was set up and the 
organization of a military resistance began. The Com- 
munist Party, which renamed itself into the Peace Party 
thus expressed its aspiration and readiness for unifica- 
tion with the broadest possible social circles and contrib- 
uted to involving them in the party’s projects. 


The accord of 10 October 1944 concluded between the 
heads of the communist and the social democratic par- 
ties greatly contributed to developing the struggle for an 
independent and democratic Hungary. The document 
noted that the end purpose of both parties is to build 
socialism in Hungary. It emphasized the importance of 
working class unity and indicated the possibility of 
creating after the war a “unified and only revolutionary 
socialist workers party.” 





necessary to 
earmark the type of objectives which would rally Hungar- 
ian society and give it the faith, strength and conviction of 
the rightness of its cause. It then that the Hungarian 


of the entire vote, the Hungarian Communist 
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authorities of the Social Democratic Party as well believed 


that the time for the unification. between the two parties 


A new situation developed after Stalin’s death. In June 
1953 the Hungarian Labor Party Central Committee 
passed a resolution on the inadmissibility of using meth- 
ods alien to the socialist system. The party charted a 
course of correcting errors and proper tasks were formu- 
lated. The party members and all supporters of socialism 
believed that within a short time the practical correction 
of the distortions would be undertaken. These expecta- 
Congress, the influence of which is felt to this day. The 
congress inaugurated a new stage in the international 
communist movement, and exposed the crimes and 
distortions related to the cult of Stalin’s personality. 


However, the elimination of deformations and the res- 
toration of legality dragged out excessively. Further- 
more, between 1953 and 1957 our party and the entire 
country experienced a period of crisis. At the beginning 
of the 1950s there were two confronting wings within the 








counterrevolutionary nature. 


group, added to the threatening danger of civil war and 


1953-1954, set up a Revolutionary Worker-Peasant 
Government with a view to suppressing the counterrev- 
olutionary mutiny, protecting the people’s democratic 
system, restoring the legal order, surmounting sectarian- 
dogmatic errors and continuing the building of social- 
ism. In order to avoid civil war and to prevent the armed 
intervention of imperialist countries, the Revolutionary 
Worker-Peasant Government turned for help to the 
Soviet Union, whose troops were deployed in Hungary 
in accordance with the stipulations of the Warsaw Pact. 


The two Hungarian worker parties have been frequently 
criticized for having united. Nonetheless, the entire 
history of the country's labor revolutionary movement 
democrats has always servec . - cause of the people and 
contributed to the implementation of current tasks. Such 
was the case in March 1919, when the unification 
between the two parties of the working class made the 
proclamation of the Hungarian Soviet Republic possible; 


such was the situation in World War II, when in October 
1944 the communist and social democratic parties 
united in the struggle against fascism; such was the case 
in 1948, when the merger between communists and 





within these organizations through 

between the state and the church were settled. The 
MSZMP became open to any constructive and useful 
ideas. An end was put to the previous practice of petty 
supervision of spiritual life. A basic decision was made 
to the effect that nonparty people could hold various 
positions with the exception of those within the party. In 
the past decades these stipulations have been imple- 
mented. Through all of its activities this allied party 
policy contributed to achieving national cohesion and 
unity. In its daily work it paid prime attention to making 
its words match its actions. 


The Hungarian people solved their great historical prob- 
lems under the leadership of the MSZMP. Having cre- 
atively applied under Hungarian conditions the Leninist 
principles of cooperative policy, the party carried out the 
socialist reorganization of agriculture. Starting with the 
1960s, Hungary has been self-sufficient with food even 
during the worst of times. Along with large farms, a 
number of auxiliary and private farms were created, thus 
increasing the well-being of the peasants and improving 
ho cupditns's teat eatin. 


In the second half of the 1960s, on the party's initiative, 
the task was set of carrying out an economic reform, the 
individual elements of which had been defined as early 
as 1956. Following the necessary preparations, the 
implementation of the reform was undertaken in Janu- 
ary 1968. The reform of the economic mechanism pro- 
vided new opportunities for overall constructive work. 
Between 1960 and 1975 industrial production increased 
by nearly 160 percent; agriculture by more than 50 and 
national income by more than 130; the population's real 
income doubled. 
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Starting with the mid-1970s, however, for a variety of 
domestic and foreign economic 


reasons, problems 
became aggravated in Hungary and the living standard 
of the population declined, which aggravated the social 
mood. The party made a profound study of the previous 
15 years. Aware of the danger of the situation, it initiated 
radical changes in economics and in political life. A 
program for socioeconomic development was adopted 
by the MSZMP Central Committee on 2 July 1987. On 
its basis the government formulated a stabilization work 
program for the period until 1990, which was subse- 


quently approved by the Hungarian State Assembly. 


The All-Hungarian Party Conference was summoned in 
May 1988. The draft party conference resolution was 
published in advance, for which reason the party aktiv, 
the state authorities, the scientific institutions and the 
mass organizations and social movements were able to 
express their view in advance. The conference passed 
most important resolutions, taking into consideration 
the suggestions of the broadest possible social strata. 


The party conference focused its attention on the reno- 
vation of party activities, the strengthening of its leading 
role and the development of the system of political 
institutions. It was emphasized that our purpose is to 
strengthen the fundamental institutions of the socialist 
country and to develop socialist pluralism in order to 
release even further major creative forces and involve 
the broadest possible population strata in solving the 
problems facing the country. 


The All-Hungary Party Conference passed a resolution 


glasnost, 
system of elections within the party, expanding the range 
of competence of elective authorities, respecting the 
views of the minority and Gemocratizing the party deci- 
sion-making process. 


However, greater independence requires greater respon- 
sibility. The decisions adopted at party fora must be 
made in an atmosphere of open debate and fullest 
possible freedom of opinion. Once a resolution has been 
passed, however, as is the case in all Leninist-type 
parties, the party members must implement it regardless 
of their personal views. Otherwise the party turns into a 
debate club and becomes inactive. 


The MSZMP tries to see to it that the state mechanism 
work more independently and more efficiently and that 
the range of its tasks is defined more accurately and its 
responsibility is enhanced. We intend to make a clearer 
distinction between party and state functions and to 
improve the ways and means of the party's influence on 
governmental life. In this connection, the Constitution 
will be revised and changes will be made in the electoral 
law. The activities of public representative agencies—the 
State Assembly and the local councils—will be improved 
and their responsibility will be enhanced. The right to 
establish autonomous associations, to public meetings, 


to all-H and local referenda, guarantecing the 
freedom of conscience and religious belief, respecting the 
ts of national minorities and ensuring the protection 
individual and collective rights will be legislatively 


enhance Gletioliag and labor aie at work. 


dations of the socialist system are doomed to failure, for 
their policy is inconsistent with the interests of the 
overwhelming majority of the people. 


The MSZMP pays significant attention to increasing 
openness, suitable conditions for which have been pro- 
vided. The party stimulates and supports all constructive 
criticism. However, it demands greater responsibility. 
Since the resolutions which were adopted at the party 
conference are consistent with the most vital interests of 
the people, the MSZMP has the right to expect that those 
who call for glasnost and support these resolutions will 
help to implement them. 


The implementation of the tasks earmarked in the party 
conference resolutions will not be easy. However, we are 
assisted by the fact that today the party members and the 
people of many other socialist countries are working on 
the implementation of similar tasks. To us the tremen- 
dous work on perestroyka carried out by the Sovici 
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According to in the next 20 years we 
should expect building to double the variety of 
items as well as a ficant increase in the 
complexity of the parts. This is due to the acceleration of 
scientific and technical the of the 
scale of machine building and the intensification of its 
specialization. some large modern 


which will combine all the 


the labor collective cautioned against it: relax- 
carries with it the threat of stagnation. 
In June 1985 the ISPO general director attended the 
conference on problems of accelerating scientific and 


technical progress, sponsored by the CPSU Central 
Committee, at which machine building was described as 
the basic factor in the tremendous forthcoming work. He 
returned even more strongly convinced of the need to 
multiply the efforts and to seek new opportunities for 
increasing the production of progressive metal cutting 
equipment. But how to find such capacities if those of 
the plant itself were fully loaded? 


“We proceeded from the requirements of common 
sense,” Viadimir Pavlovich Kabaidze said, stepping to 
the color chart hanging on the wall in which the new 
models of processing centers were spreading like a tree, 
in width and height. “As you can see, we have plenty of 
ideas and plans. However, the plant has its limits. New 
construction? This would be expensive and lengthy. 
Should we place orders with similar enterprises within 
the country? Bearing in mind the stressed programs of 
machine-tool building plants and bureaucratic obstruc- 
tions, which we are only now learning how to surmount, 
this was not a particularly realistic concept. Conse- 
quently, a nontraditional step was necessary. We sought 
the advice of the Bulgarian comrades, with many among 
whom we maintained excellent personal relations from 
university days which, you will agree, is an essential 
factor in any business discussion. Our thoughts were 
supported 100 percent.... Within the shortest possible 
time a draft was prepared containing the principles for 
the creation of Soviet-Bulgarian scientific-production 
associations in machine-tool manufacturing. This was 
obviously fitting, for soon afterwards an intergovern- 
mental accord was signed on setting up two international 
NPOs: Ivanovo-Sofia and Krasnyy Proletariy-Beroe.” 


Yes, the initiative of Soviet and Bulgarian economic 
managers, engineers, party workers and diplomats fell in 
an area where the interests of the fraternal countries 
coincide in the development of this basic machine build- 
ing subsector. Prerequisites for converting to direct 
economic cooperation already existed. 


In addition to items, such as the accelerated application 
of technical novelties, optimal utilization of production 
capacities, upgrading production quality, expanding 
reciprocal procurements of complementing items, 
machines and equipment, the respective article in the 
bylaws of the MNPO includes the following tightly 
binding statement: “ 


in the area of daily and long-term tasks. 


We believe that such a combination of objectives is just 
about the most valuable in the initial steps taken by this 
international association. This has its own logic, dictated 
not by directives but by the natural development of 
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IR-200 and IRT-180 processing centers and to start 
at the Metalik Plant in Pazardzhik. It took 4.5 
santiin. Like in ante other pucdeen, tose tho watininntion 
of the efforts of labor collectives of our countries was 


manufacturing IPL-1600 laser processing centers. 

Asa whole, the Bulgarian machine tool builders accepted 
the suggestion of the Ivanovo people on the pace to be 
maintained in the development and assimilation of new 
equipment. For example, the first IR-200 was manufac- 
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been attained. Although Ivan Borisov, the plant's direc- 
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program- 
mers were urgently sent there from Ivanovo, the start-up 
failure could not be avoided. 


We described here an event in the life of the Pretsiz Plant 


i in Mikhaylovgrad). It is a question of something 
else, such as the fact that one cannot consider the present 
stage in the activities of the Ivanovo-Sofia Association on 
the basis of unconditional optimism. It is true that the 
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entire collectives become involved. With classical licensing 
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As we can see, the cooperation between Soviet and Bulgar- 
ian machine tool builders is following an ascending line 


anyone involved in its long-term development. 
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Guidelines For the Future 

The Ivanovo people began daringly, relying more on an 
intuitive feel for an early victory than on scrupulous 
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cooperated basis, however, as we already pointed out, 


ing 330,000 rubles. Last year, as a result of the increased 
amount of cooperation, the Ivanovo losses totaled some 2 
million rubles. This is not a one-sided process. The Bul- 
garian enterprise managers also point out that with the 
present mechanism of direct relations and internal price 
systems, the labor collectives have no strong economic 
interest in international cooperation. 


Naturally, under these circumstances one could try and 
set aside the commodity-monetary tool of cooperation 
and convert to barter. However, would that solve the 
problem? “No,” machine builders in Bulgaria and the 


Based on the view expressed by Soviet and Bulgarian 
economists and economic managers, let us consider the 
problem in its entirety. 


The cooperation mechanism, which has operated in 
CEMA for decades, was useful in trade, in the course of 
which individual countries were the subjects of commer- 


any direct economic participation in the of 
their product. The equivalence in trade was ach on 
the intergovernmental level. 


prises is dictated by their own cost accounting. As long as 
exchange finished products no questions arise, 


the need for subsidies arises, but this time in Bulgaria. 
Meanwhile, both partners urgently need assemblies and 
parts, for it is precisely their mass production that is one 
of the main objectives in the creation of this interna- 
tional association. 


In this connection, the view expressed by V.P. Kabaidze, 
general director of the MNPO, is noteworthy: 


frequently overdramatized. Occasionally, reference is 
made to world prices as the absolute standard. But are 
there such standards in economics? It is common knowl- 
edge that for the sake of capturing the market a company 
may drastically lower its prices and, consequently, take 
major losses. This problem does not tolerate dogmatism. 
It involves as much art as science.” 








in Bulgaria and in the Soviet Union. 
In April 1988, in a discussion on the main trends 


CEMA, noted the following: 
“The establishment of joint enterprises and organiza- 
tions is only part of the radical restruc- 


comprehensive 
turing of the entire system of integration cooperation. 
The 43rd and 44th CEMA eee ent, ar ae 


sumer needs. We consider that starting to develop - 
kets for specific commodity groups is a major step in that 
direction. 


“As to the Ivanovo-Sofia Association, its pioneering 
experience is particularly valuable to us. In my view,” 


In Sofia, several days later, we met with Andrey Luka- 
nov, BCP Central Committee Politburo candidate mem- 
ber and minister of foreign economic relations. He said: 


“We look at joint enterprises within the framework of a 
general : the establishment of a 


long-term development: 
single socialist market. In the course of their activities we 
are testing elements of currency convertibility and 


the economic which 
between the USSR and Bulgaria is developing.” 


and 
MNPO, are encouraging. Thanks to this the initiative- 
minded quest for economic partners by other enterprises 
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(such a group was recently set-up within the Intergovern- 
Scientific and Technical Cooperation—editors). 


However, man does not live by bread alone. The intensive 
search of ways leading to a faster growth of our general 
well-being in no way sets aside for the Soviet and Bulgarian 
machine tool builders the second and no less important 
aspect of cooperation. This refers to the spiritual reciprocai 
enrichment and the establishment of true worker comrade- 
ship. Following are a few descriptions of our meetings with 
those who, in the course of daily affairs and concerns, have 
experienced the high meaning of work in a new fashion, 
which cannot be quantified. 
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party's leadership of the economy, organically related to 

the role of the association's collectives. 
Worker: and specialists need full and accurate economic 
information on the state and basic trends of develop- 
ment of their common affairs. The problem of creating a 
representative group to coordinate the activities of the 
international association, from the viewpoint of its long- 


to forms of active interaction between the elected 
authorities of labor collectives. 

The development of enterprises within the association on 
an integration basis obviously the purposeful 


presumes 
and lengthy exchange of workers and specialists and not 


only of technical assistance groups. Joint scientific collec- 
tives must be created as well. A number of other important 
decisions could be not only formulated but also imple- 
mented by actively interacting labor collectives. 


The Soviet and Bulgarian machine tool builders have 
covered an important and, perhaps, most difficult 
ment of the way. Actually, in this case linear 

sons are hardly suitable, for it is essentially a question of 
the reciprocal influence exerted by the economies of the 
two countries and the coincidence between the sociopo- 
litical and spiritual interests of our nations, based on the 
firm foundations of joint labor. For that reason it is 
better to speak of a multidimensional process which is 
quickly gathering momentum. 


Ever new labor collectives of enterprises and scientific 
and design-engincering organizations in Bulgaria and the 
USSR are joining in this process. To them the example 
of the Ivanovo-Sofia MNPO, in which the vital require- 
ments of social integration are being met, are of partic- 
ular importance. Everything necessary must be done for 
this experience, with all of its difficulties and contradic- 
tions, to facilitate and straighten the path of anyone who 
is or will be following it. 

COPYRIGHT: Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS “Pravda”, 
“Kommunist”, 1988. 


Lessons Learned From the Destinies of Great 
Powers 


1802000S5p Moscow KOMMUNIST in Russian No 17, 
Nov 88 (signed to press 17 Nov 88) pp 115-121 


[Article by Natalya Arsenyevna Dolgopolova, candidate 
of historical sciences, senior scientific associate, USSR 
Academy of Sciences U.S. and Canada Institute, and 
Andrey Afanasyevich Kokoshin, USSR Academy of Sci- 
ences corresponding member, deputy director of the 
USSR Academy of Sciences U.S. and Canada Institute; 
ts on the subject of the book by Paul Kennedy 
“The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers. Economic 
Change and Military Conflict From 1500 to 2000." 


[Text] The comprehensive study of the processes which 
are taking place in the contemporary system of interna- 
tional relations allows us to say that increasingly major 
changes of a structural nature are becoming apparent 
within it, shifts on an almost tectonic scale. Such shifts 
will determine the landscape of world politics for 
decades to come. 


Understanding the occurring changes is becoming possi- 
ble not only for a narrow circle of scientists and politi- 
cians but the public as well. Interest in history is growing, 
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periodical press, in the course of which the 
author has had to answer the charges of conservati 
who accused him of “historical pessimism,” “defeatist 
moods” and “economic determinism.” 


policy of balance of powers of European countries and 
the main wars of that period. 


The author deals extensively with the main subjects of 
international relations after World War II. In the part 
dealing with our time, naturally, the United States is in 
the center of his attention, along with its shifting position 
in the world. Kennedy tries to look ahead to the 21st 
century as well, with its possible outlines of power 
correlations. The author set himself the major task of 
singling out the factors which lead to the rise and fall of 
great powers and to trace the interconnection between 
economics and military strategy and between peace- and 


The great interest in this book, written in an academic 
dry style, and largely dealing with the past, does not, on 
the surface, fit the traditional concept of the reading 
tastes of the American public. In this connection, the 
overwhelming majority of Americans, including some 
segment of the intelligentsia, with their faith in the 
“American exclusivity,” which somehow takes America 


the familiar orientation of the American public “toward 
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Of late, it has become somewhat popular to draw paral- 
lels between the present situation and the pre-crisis 
situation in the capitalist world at the end of the 1920s. 
Many Western economic historians have undertaken to 
study the situation of Great Britain at the turn of the 
20th century, and of the Netherlands at the beginning of 
the 17th century, i.e., of times when these powers were 


Therefore, Kennedy is not alone in showing an interest 
in this topic. However, unlike many other major and 


It is not only the unusual popularity of this work, 
instructive from the viewpoint of assessing the American 
state of mind, that makes its analysis necessary. The 
point is that it raises truly important theoretical ques- 
tions on a global level: What does the power of a state 








mean, what are the factors influencing the dynamics of 
this power, both in the past and the present, and how are 
changes taking place in the macrostructure of the system 
of international relations, and many other. These ques- 
tions assume particular significance and interest in the 
case of our society as well, which is working its way out 
of the period of stagnation. 


The question of the power of the state, which is closely 
related to the theme of this book, has been extensively 
discussed in the West. This topic has been developed in 
Marxist science as well. The Marxist-Leninist approach 
to assessing the power of a state is based on the consid- 
eration of a broad range of criteria and is not limited to 
obvious indicators, such as size and topography, popu- 
lation size, and availability of natural resources. Nor is 
the power concept reduced to the military potential, 
which is typical of many bourgeois authors and which, to 
his credit, Paul Kennedy has avoided in his work. 
Despite the entire importance of this indicator, on a 
long-term basis, it is not the main measure of the power 
of a state in the international arena. The determining 
factor in assessing the role of the state in the world arena 
is the socioeconomic system and the level reached by a 
specific production method. In this case, along with 
natural and manpower resources, we add complex indi- 
cators, such as the structure of the national economy, the 
volume of industrial and agricultural output and its 
quality, and the scale and efficiency with which scientific 
and technical achievements are applied in practical 
ray god such as the ability of the state to ensure 
the adequate protection of the environment, to maintain 
ecological safety, is becoming increasingly important. 


The level of development of the information industry is 
becoming an almost key factor of the power of a country 
today. This does not simply imply the mass use of com- 
puters but their integration in widespread and accessible 
networks. Basic science is becoming one of the direct 
factors of the power of a state. This is not only the result of 
the role played by scientific discoveries in terms of applied 
technical solutions in industry, transportation, communi- 

cations, agriculture or environmental protection, but also 
Ry py nyt rye ee 
component, as an inseparable part of the comprehensive 
aspect of a contemporary developed society. 


Indicators, such as the quality of education of the 
population, its general cultural standard, including the 
presence within it of the critical mass supplied by the 
intelligentsia—a balanced combination of its scientific 
and technical, humanitarian and creative components— 
are becoming increasingly important. The economic and 
sociopolitical health of a country is the foundation of its 
power in the international arena. It largely rests on the 
optimal correlation between the state and the civilian 
society, with the clear prevalence of the latter. 


Nor should we ignore the moral factor, the moral compo- 
nent of the power of the state, as V.I. Lenin repeatedly 
pointed out in his thoughts on the policies of Soviet 


Russia. A noticeable change for the better in the interna- 
tional relations of the USSR over the past 3 years, without 
any whatsoever specific increase in our military and eco- 
nomic power and despite the existence of grave domestic 
problems, is one of the specific confirmations of the role of 
the moral factor, the importance of which is enhanced 
under the conditions of an interdependent world and the 
development of a new information civilization. 


The Marxist understanding of the power of the state does 
not absolutize any one of these components. It bases its 
comprehensive approach to qualitative and quantitative 
aspects and the possibility of the conversion of some 
forms into other. 


Nonetheless, we must point out that the problems of the 
correlation of power among states, manifested in differ- 
ent aspects of development of the system of international 
relations during one historical time or another, are 
randomly reflected in our social sciences. We are clearly 
short of fundamental historical-philosophical works 
describing the laws governing the development of inter- 
national relations and the dynamics and hierarchy of 
factors which trigger changes in their structure. 


As to Professor Kennedy, in his view the power of a state 
is defined by parameters, such as population size, share 
of the urban population, geographic location, share of 
the global industrial output, level of industrialization, 
size of the GNP (in more recent times), financial situa- 
tion, the taxation system, military expenditures, produc- 
tion of technically advanced armaments, ability to mobi- 
lize resources for waging war and the efficient use of the 
national well-being, the moral and political condition of 
the population, subjective features of the national lead- 
ership, and others. According to Kennedy, at different 
historical stages different power factors have played the 
dominant role. 


What, in Kennedy's view, was the basis of the European 
upsurge in terms of political, military and economic 
power, starting with the | 5th century? In the tradition of 
J. Herder, the German philosopher and historian of the 
18th century, as well as others, Kennedy points out the 
variety of economic and military power centers in 
Europe which, from his viewpoint, “was of fundamental 
significance.” Since in this area a number of rivaling 
political associations existed, most of which had arms at 
their disposal or the possibility of acquiring them in 
order to defend their independence, “not one of them 
was able to dominate the continent.” This was a combi- 
nation of economic laissez-faire and political and mili- 
tary pluralism (albeit from the viewpoint of future devel- 
opments and despite their rudimentary condition) 
which, in the course of constant internal interaction, 
created, according to Kennedy, the “European miracle.” 


No such mixture of critical ingredients, Kennedy notes, 
existed in the other world centers of those times, with 
their rigid social structures, despotic rule, self-isolation 
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Some of the author’s views on the development of 
military affairs at the different stages of European and 
global history are simplified and, in some cases, also 
erroneous. This applies, for example, to the role of 
infantry and cavalry in the 16th-18th centuries, and the 
sources for raising armies at that time. In this area 
Kennedy is much inferior to the author of the 7-volume 
“History of Military Art Within the Framework of Polit- 
ical History,” by the German H. Delbruck, and even 
more so to the Russian and Soviet military theoretician 
and historian A.A. Svechin, whose works “History of 
Military Art,” “Strategy,” and “Evolution of Military 
Art,” remain by and large unsurpassed to this day. 


As we make these remarks, we must also bear in mind that 
the work done by Professor Kennedy is truly tremendous. 
He has provided us with a serious study of an extensive 
and most interesting material and, as we congratulate the 
author for his success, we can only regret the fact that 


priority in the development of such a major topic has 
remained in the hands of a Western scientist. 


In assessing the dynamics of international structures, Ken- 
nedy uses a relatively simple methodological system. For 
each historical period he siigles out one or several states 
which, in terms of their significance could at that time 
claim to be holding leading positions (or even a hegemony) 
in the international system. In order to implement their 
aspirations (above all the development of military power 
and the seizure and retention of territories) they mobilized 
tremendous resources which, at a certain stage, turned into 
an excessive burden to the economy and finances of the 
state. The overextention of material resources, which par- 
allel this moral and spiritual exhaustion of the nation, and 
the inflated obligations lead to a “superioad,” and an 
erosion in the positions of the great power, forcing it 
sometimes to assume even weaker positions compared to 
those it held at the beginning of its upsurge and its struggle 
for a dominant positivn in the area or the world. A relative 
weakening of powers aspiring to hegemony takes place, as 
onnediy tndteaben, aid 00 0 Seba of the qroetin alihary, 
economic and technical rivalry coming from other coun- 
tries, which are themselves involved in this struggle for 
hegemony, as well as those which are somewhat outside it 
but which join in the battle of the leading powers not fully 
but by committing only part of their resources. 


The cyclical system suggested by Kennedy in the study of 
the development of the situation of individual countries 
within the system of international relations is similar to 
the methodology of British historian Arnold Toynbee, 
which he developed in one of the stages of his work (the 
1920s-1940s), as applicable to different civilizations. It 
also agrees with the theory of the Soviet scientist L.N. 
Gumilev in terms of the ethnos (the nation). 


a Se the main “graspable unit of 

historical development” is “civilization,” understood as 
a certain spatial-temporal area which includes, as a rule, 
a group of countries which share a certain spiritual 
commonality. These civilizations undergo phases of 


upsurge, maturity and decline in the course of their 
development. According to L.N. Gumilev, who devel- 
oped the theory of passionality which, incidentally, is 
disputed by many Soviet scientists, the history of any 
ethnos (nation) fits within the “impetus-rise-overheat- 
ing-decline-extinction” system. The existence of such 
coincidences among scientists who have chosen as their 
topic of research similar but nonetheless different major 
social projects is noteworthy. 


The description of a country in a state of decline, 
provided by Kennedy, is particularly impressive. The 
weaker they seem to feel, according to Kennedy, the 
greater the emphasis they place on military power, as 
compensation for their lost security. Quite indicative in 
this respect is the aspiration of the British ruling circles 
on the eve of World War I to maintain, despite ever 
growing financial-economic difficulties, positions of 
absolute dominance by their navy (the British Navy was 
to be at least equal the size of the navies of the next two 
most powerful naval forces). As a result, this was one of 
the substantial factors in the weakening of the interna- 
tional positions of Great Britain. 


On the basis of his research, Kennedy highlights patterns 
which he sums up as follows: the appearance of new 
world trade routes, and changes in the “overall trade and 
production balance” change the positions held by a given 
country in the system of international relations. The 
shifting of trade flows from the Mediterranean to the 
Atlantic and the northern part of Europe, starting with 
the beginning of the 16th century, or the redistribution 
of the world industrial output to the detriment of West- 
ern Europe at the end of the 19th and beginning of 20th 
centuries, are cited in the book as clear examples of the 
effect of this law. In both cases, changes in the trade and 
economic correlation of forces heralded the appearance 
of new great powers which, one day, began to have a 
decisive impact on the military-territorial order as well. 


Kennedy's conclusion is that it is possible to trace the 
connection between an economic upsurge and a decline of 
a country and its rise and fall as a great power or a global 
empire. This does not mean that relative economic and 
military power increases or is reduced at the same time and 
on a parallel basis. The majority of historical examples 
cited in the book indicate that there is a notable temporary 
gap between the trajectories followed by a relative eco- 
nomic power and its military-territorial influence. Charac- 
teristic features of powers which tempestuously developed 
from the economic viewpoint, such as Great Britain in the 
1860s, the United States at the end of the 19th century and 
Japan today, are a low share of military expenditures of the 
gross national product (national income) and a low stan- 
dard of militarism. In half a century, Kennedy writes, 
priorities may or could shift. 








opment and international relations as well as the assess- 
ment of the strength of the individual countries. 


In discussing the position of the United States in the 

system of international relations in the 1980s and the 
feelings of the American political elite and the public, 
Kennedy writes: “It is important to note the striking 
similarity between an increasing sense of concern among 
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Naturally, one could say that any straight analogy 
between the laws governing in the structure of 
international relations in the 17th and the second half of 
the 20th centuries are of relatively limited significance, 
however attractive and superficially clear they may seem 
to us. At the same time, however, we cannot do without 
such analogies, and Kennedy's book gives us food for 
consideration in the area of the problems he raises. 


In the part dealing with the contemporary system of 

intergovernmental relations, in addition to the United 
States and the Soviet Union, Kennedy ascribes a signif- 
icant place to the role played by the PRC, Japan, the 
leading Western European countries, and the European 
Economic Community (EEC). 


Kennedy considers Soviet-U.S. relations as principal in 
global politics after World War II. He cites impressive 
figures on the gap in the mid-1970s between the United 
States and the USSR, on the one hand, and the three 

Western countries (Great Britain, 
France, and the FRG) and the PRC and Japan, on the 
other, in terms of military expenditures, fleet tonnage, 
number of basic combat aircraft, etc., not to mention the 


Kennedy considers the main processes in the contempo- 
rary system of intergovernmental relations as the follow- 
ing: the redistribution of the relative economic power is 
following a trend of relative weakening of the positions 
of the United States and the USSR and, of late, the EEC, 
and of strengthening those of Japan and China. 


military expenditures in the United States and, particu- 
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obvious: the appearing structure of international rela- 
tions will be significantly more complex. It will demand 
of us a dynamic and refined foreign policy and a skillful 
diplomacy in the spirit of what is being developed in our 
country of late. In itself the conversion to a multipolar 
structure does not guarantee any higher level of stability 
of the international system or its controllability. How- 
ever, with a joint and reciprocal implementation of the 
task of limiting armaments and engaging in disarma- 
ment, and efforts to eliminate regional political conflicts 
and solve globai problems, it provides a broader field of 
activity for constructive creative action. 


In considering the parameters which define the position of 
the USSR in the system of intergovernmental relations, 
Kennedy writes of the low efficiency of our agriculture, 
which forces the Soviet Union to be a net importer of grain 
and many other food products, and the problems related to 
introducing and applying the latest scientific and technical 
achievements in industry, agriculture and management. In 
his view, the general problems of scientific and technical 
and economic development of the Soviet Union, added to 
demographic problems, are influencing the military area 
ever more tangibly. 


Many of the ideas discussed by Kennedy, pertaining to 
economic and social problems facing oui country, coincide 
with a number of our own assessments, when we say that 
the distortions of Stalinism and the years of stagnation led 
our country to the verge of an economic crisis. Further- 
more, today we speak more sharply and, above all, more 
profoundly about many problems, compared to Kennedy. 


Thoughts on the destinies of great powers stimulate the 
consideration of our domestic and foreign policy prob- 
lems in the context of changing intergovernmental rela- 
tions and the fundamental changes which are taking 
place in global civilization as a whole. In no case could 
we allow ourselves any longer for obsolete ideological 
stereotypes and ambitions and obsolete obligations, 
which cost us tens of billions of rubles, to paralyze our 
foreign policy and diplomacy, weaken our economic 
potential and lead us astray from securing the true 
interests of our multinational socialist siate. 


The pivot of the new system of foreign policy priorities 
which is developing in the USSR shows an extremely 
clear orientation toward the creation of the most favor- 
able conditions for solving the internal problems of our 
society: democratization, the creation of a state of law, 
political and economic reforms and accelerated scientific 
and technical development. Hence the requirement of 
lowering the cost of our foreign and defense policy—a 
policy of natioual security—so that it could be as fully 
consistent as possible with the “cost effectiveness” cri- 
terion, end the idea of sensible sufficiency, as formulated 
at the 27th CPSU Congress. 


This requires an intellectual approach to political solu- 
tions and their implementation and the formulation and 
application of comprehensive and multidimensional sys- 
tems concepts, concerning our interests, objectives and 
tasks, and multivariant ways and means for solving 
them, as well as concepts concerning accessible 
resources. The development and implementation of a 
new system of foreign policy priorities of the USSR is 
not the exclusive concern of a small circle of experts and 
politicians. It must include a knowledgeable public opin- 
ion in our country which, unfortunately, is only begin- 
ning to take shape. 


The system of foreign policy priorities of the USSR, which 
existed until recently, took shape essentially in the last 
years of World War II. It was subject to modifications in 
the 1950s and beginning of 1960s, when major changes 
took place in our country (the 20th CPSU Congress) and in 
international relations (above all the growth of the national 
liberation movement and decolonization). 


The efforts made by the USSR to attain an overall 
military-strategic balance (parity) with the United States 
not only gave us a high standard of military security bui 
was the almost decisive factor in the devaluation of 
military strength along the main axle of global politics 
and the growth of the variety of various nonmilitary 
power factors. However, of late ii was not we but other 
countries which benefited from this to a greater extent. 
Some of the major changes which occurred in the world 
since then were completing the process of the national 
liberation movement in the traditional understanding of 
this concept, and a substantial change in the nature of 
conflicts and wars in the third world, most of which are 
not directly related to the confrontation between social- 
ism and capitalism. 


Today our country clearly needs the greatest possible 
change in the system of foreign policy priorities in the 
entire postwar period. 


The success or failure of perestroyka is a question of 
whether or not we shall be able to preserve our socialist 
state, the first in the world, as a great power or cise find 
ourselves on the margin of history, weakened furthermore, 
considering the adverse trends which are bound to increase 
should our economic and political reform stop midway. 


Currently we are given an almost last chance of retaining 
our position as a great power and reorganizing this 
position on a new basis, in accordance with new p. ram- 
eters, above all by relying on socioeconomic, legal, 
cultural and spiritual components. 
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reasons leading to it. Today, when we notice the com- 
prehensive growth of the internationalization of capital, 
particularly in its most advanced form—the multina- 
tional corporations—the significance of our work has 
increased substantially, for w. can and must counter the 
united front of capital with our own unity. 


The practical activities of the federation are aimed at the 
struggle for the socioeconomic and democratic rights of 


the working people, national independence, peace and 


are the most pressing problems. Based on the data of the 
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I am convinced that the peoples on our planet can 
produce a sufficient amount of food. On its surface, 
under it and in the oceanic depths, the earth contains 
desis tad Ben tae yin ape 

t economy. A num 
sources of energy exist—solar, sea, atomic, coal, petro- 
leum and others—which man could put to use. 


everything necessary to make people happy and to 
provide a good life for everyone. 


ment of the liberated and developed capitalist countries 
has widened, as a result of which, at the start of the 1980s 
per capita income in the developing countries was 
already lower by a factor of 11 compared to that in the 
developed capitalist states. 
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a deep interpretation and a clear definition of positions. 
They include the so-called “employment crisis,” changes 
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The changes and discussions in the socialist countries 
concerning their accelerated socioeconomic develop- 
ment are drawing the attention of working people, trade 
union leaders and activists. The working people cannot 


further involvement of the citizens in the implementa- 
tion of governmental and social tasks; perfecting the 
electoral system; ing the activeness of elected 
authorities; 


broadening the role of the trade unions and 
other mass organizations, and the efficient use of other 
forms of direct representative democracy. The aspiration 


nomic management. 


On the Idea 
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Idea in History}. Problems of war and peace. By A.O. 
Chubaryan. Mezhdunarodnyye Otnosheniya, Moscow, 
1987, 352 pp.] 


saturated with nations which have lived close to cach 
other for millennia, a profound commonality exists, 
naturally with its own specifics. 


Today different interpretations are given to the Euro- 
pean idea. A large number of people in the West have 
long considered it only as being a Western European 
unity based on the principles of the Common Market. 
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The aspiration toward such unity is one of the basic and 
constant priorities in European Atlantic relations. 
Clearly, it will be given a new impetus after 1992. 


In our view, the European idea is something different. 
We consider Europe part of a single integral world and 
all countries within it as elemeats of a single interrelated 
Europe. The t of the integrity and inter- 

and the aspiration to both from the Atlantic 
to the Urals, over division and confrontation, 
are the foundations of the European idea today. 


Another one of its elements is the elimination of the 
military confrontation. History has turned our lands into 
divided areas oversaturated with means of mass destruc- 
tion. If we believe in the European idea, we must 
acknowledge that the monstrous weapons with which 
Europe is crowded are by no means an instrument of war 
but a policy materialized in annihilating metal. It was 
born in the course of 20th century history with its two 
world wars and the Cold War, the center of which, once 
again, was our land, with its scientific and technical and 
military-technical revolutions. This entire stream of 
tragic events of the century has already led to a limit 
beyond which there should be a drop into the valicy of 
dissrmamcat and the stability of peace. 


The establishment of a unified and interrelated global 
community, which is beginning to take shape under our 
very eyes, includes Europe. In all likelihood, this must be 
manifested in the gradual conversion from the armed 
confrontation between blocs on the continent to a political 
balance through the gradual demilitarization of bloc struc- 
tures, including their future elimination, replaced by a 
new, a comprehensive security system. The unclear out- 
lines of this, understandable today, should in no way be 
used as a reason for skepticism concerning the possibility 
of its implementation within the foreseeable future. The 
implementation of the INF Treaty could mark the begin- 
ning of a gradual change in the architecture of European 
security on precisely this basis. In addition to everything 
else, here as well it is obvious that the European idea can 
be manifested in its highest aspect. 


These thoughts were triggered by the publication of a 
fundamental study of the European idea through history. 
The work is interesting above all because it is a first of its 
kind in our domestic historiography to provide a com- 
prehensive study of the nature, continuity and signifi- 
cance of the phenomenon known as the European idea. 
The author writes that “...The ‘idea of Europe’ is an 
attitude toward Europe as a specific community and its 
consideration on the basis of its internal unity and 
features distinguishing it from the other parts of the 
world. This premise alouc makes clear the comprehen- 
sive nature of the European idea.” He also writes that 
“the history of the European idea is a history of the 
shaping of European theories and views but also a 
history of attempts at the practicai implementation of 
such theories” (pp 3, 4). 


hick te i 
ingly the specific nature of the topic. Unlike many other 
works on Europe, the author did not limit himself to the 


The book is made interesting and instructive by the 
specific data it contains. We are familiar with many of its 
aspects and not with all. Nonetheless, we feel, having 
read it, that we have become enriched with new infor- 
mation. In our century of excess information, not every 
author can achieve this. 


The author analyzes the development of the European 
idea after the victory of the Great October Socialist 
Revolution, in connection with the proclamation and 
further intensification of the policy of peaceful coexist- 
ence. In assessing the changed nature of this idea under 
the influence of the radical changes which occurred in 
the world after 1917, he writes that “we are emphasizing 
such problems in order to support yet once again, on a 
broad basis, the European idea that the approach to 
Europe as a community is not related exclusively to 
specific plans for the unification of Europe but presumes 
a broader context, turning to the fate of the continent as 
a whole and to its past and its future. This aspect can be 
noted particularly clearly in the discussion of the prob- 
lems of war and peace and the nature of and prospects 
for peace in Europe” (p 225). 


We consider essential the thoughts expressed by the author 
on the trends toward Europeanism under contemporary 
conditions. This question is considered above all in con- 
nection with the integration processes which are taking 
place in the socialist and the capitalist parts of Europe. The 
main stages in the shaping of integrated communities and 
their mechanisms are analyzed thoroughly. Nonetheless, it 
is quite accurate, from our viewpoint, to emphasize also 
the limits of integration, determined by the aspiration of 
the European nations to preserve and strengthen their 
separate national statehood. 
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It is also a question of acknowledging the historically 
transient nature of bloc confrontation and the need for 
the physical elimination of the material foundations 
which, more than anything else, threaten our continent, 
i.e., of the most dangerous and destructive weapons. We 
proceed from the idea of security for all, and the unifi- 
cation of all countries and peoples of Europe for the sake 
of survival and peace. This also includes the “European 
.wea of today,” an idea which calls for the building of a 
cor non European home and which is meeting with 
growing support in all areas of our continent. Essentially, 
this means that the Europeans can protect Europe and 
make it better and safer only by acting jointly, collec- 
tively, We were, are and will always remain Europeans. 
This is our destiny We must maintain good relations 
with all European ccuuntries without any exception, and 
with the future integrated Western Europe. 


The new political thinking concerning the unity of 
Europe is found in the understanding of the new realities 
which have developed on the continent. The importance 
of this unity is greater than ever. 

Izdatelstvo TsK KPSS 
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Chronicle. Meetings With the Editors 
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[Text] A roundtable meeting was held in the editorial 
premises of KOMMUNIST in Moscow on 15-16 
November 1988 on problems of contradictions and 
motive forces in socialist society. The roundtable meet- 
ing was attended by of the theoretical 


Soviet representatives included scientists from the AON, 
ION, the CPSU Central Committee IML and institutes 
of the USSR Academy of Sciences. 


The editors were visited by Ha Xuan Chiong, editor-in- 


The editors were visited by Bruno Peloso, director of 
Editori Riuniti, the publishing house of the Italian 
Communist Party Central Committee. The Italian guest 
studied the work of KOMMUNIST in covering the 
processes of perestroyka in the country. 


The editors were visited by J.-L. Servant-Schreibert, head of 
the largest French publishing group in the areas of business 
and finance. Various aspects of the economic reform in the 
USSR were discussed in the course of the talk. 
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